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SAVE THE    
DATE 
 

April 18, 2018
Spring Conference
East Hartford, CT

May 20-26, 2018
National Public Works Week

May 23, 2018 
NPWW Luncheon
Dorchester, MA

August 26-29, 2018
PWX
Kansas City, MO

2017 
Snow Plow Roadeo 

Winners and Pictures
Page 15 Top Ten Award Winner, Kevin Shephard

A group of more than 20 Public Works Officials from the North Shore of 
Massachusetts (Essex, Middlesex, and Suffolk Counties) recently celebrated 
their 100th breakfast meeting. The group, which calls themselves a “Public 
Works Collaborative,” was established in June of 2009. 

Congratulations to Kevin Sheppard on receiving the Top Ten Award at this year’s 
luncheon.  Kevin serves as the Public Works Director in Manchester, New Hamp-
shire. Kevin, on the right, is pictured with Rick Stinson, a former Top Ten Winner.

“Kevin has dedicated 32 years of his career to public service and represents the 
definition of public works. His demonstrated accomplishments and contributions 
to the public works community and the public works profession are extraordinary 
and worthy of the well-deserved recognition of a Top Ten Public Works Leader.”

- Awards Committee Chairman Rich Benevento

To see more award winners, check out pages 5, 6, and 7!

Continued on page 4

Public Works Officials Celebrate  100th  Meeting

From L-R: Bruce Thibodeau, Mike Chiasson, Dave Hanlon, Dave Lane , Fred Russell, John Sanchez, 
Chip Barrett, Lisa DeMeo, Dave Knowlton, Tony Furnari, Jay Marcotte, Chris Cronin, Don DeHart, Dave 
Pinsonneault, Rick Stinson, Joe McKay, Jeff Zager, Andrew Lafferty, Andy Pappastergion (missing Bill Hadley)
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November 2017

The year of 2017 just continues to 
move at a fast pace. The New England 
Chapter has held quite a few events 
since my last message, the National 
Public Works Luncheon, the Summer 
Conference and many attended the 
National PWX in Orlando Florida.

The PWW Luncheon again was 
attended in record numbers and the 
voice of the Bruins, Jack Edwards, kept 
the audience’s attention with some 
great tales of his background and the 
Bruins.  Many of our National Award 
winners were on hand to receive 
their Chapter awards, and once again, 
congratulations to all.  In attendance 
was Mr. John “Jack” McSweeney who 
unfortunately attended his last Public 
Works Luncheon. A strong advocate 
for Public Works and the New England 
Chapter, he will be missed by many.    

A Fleet Maintenance Workshop in 
Hartford, VT back in 2016 was a 
great benefit to our members in the 
North Country, thus prompting many 
discussions for future events and/or 
meetings in the Vermont area in the 
future.

Our Summer Conference held this year 
at the Red Jacket in South Yarmouth, 
MA was a big hit with the Chapter.

Attendance was in high gear and many 
positive comments were stated for the 
facility and the overall Conference that 
was headed by Julie Piacentini, Adam 
Yanulis, and Laura Trahan.  A big “Atta 
boy” to them and all of those who 
played a big part in pulling this event off 
with great success.  The Member of the 
Year award was presented to Jennifer 
Perry. Over this past year Jennifer 
lead the Chapter on many fronts and 
ensured the Chapter maintained our 
high level of participation, knowledge, 
and membership. The Contributor of 
the Year award was presented to BETA 
Group, Inc. for all the work that they 

assisted the Chapter with during the 
year, congratulations and thank you to 
the entire BETA Team.  Entertainment 
for the event was enjoyed by all.  Many 
are looking forward to going back next 
year.  The joint meeting held by NEWEA 
and NEWWA was well attended and 
the Stormy Awards were presented.  
Congratulations to all who won a 
Stormy and those who were able to 
enjoy one too.

The National Conference, PWX, which 
was held in Florida this year just beat 
out a horrific weather event in IRMA. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to all 
who were affected by this event.  

The New England Chapter took home 
18 out of 26 awards, most notable 
was the Chapters 17th PACE award. 
Kevin Sheppard from Manchester 
New Hampshire was awarded a Top 
Ten Award for the many services, 
projects and contributions to the City 
of Manchester and our profession. 
Congratulations again to Kevin. A big 
thanks goes out to BETA Group, C.N. 
Wood, Environmental Partners, and 
Sealcoating for hosting special social 
events; as well as a special thanks to all 
of the sponsors who made our Chapter 
Dinner and Awards Reception a very 
special event. 

This Fall we held our annual Fall/Snow 
& Ice Conference combined as one 
with the Regional Snow Plow Rodeo.  
This event allowed everyone to start 
their annual winter preparations and 
enhance themselves with a few of our 
region’s hot topics.  

Wishing you a happy and healthy 
holiday season! 
Timothy M. Webb 
NEAPWA President

Special Congratulations to Tim Webb and 
Ellington for receiving an award from 
CRCOG for Inter-town Cooperation. 

The communities of East Windsor, Somers, 
and Ellington CT submitted a grant through 
the State of CT, ICE Grant Inter-town Capital 
Equipment sharing to purchase an asphalt 

recycling unit. Ellington was the lead 
community and will house the equipment. 

The unit cost is $75K and the grant paid 
$61K, thus costing the communities just 
around $5K each. The unit will allow all 

three communities to use broken asphalt, 
curbing, and millings to make hot patch 

during the winter months and save on the 
cost of cold patch. 



Welcome to the Fall 
issue of the Chapter Chatter. 

In the future, please submit 
story ideas, articles, or topics of 
interest to:  

Mary Monahan
mmonahan@fando.com

Gina Bourque
gbourque@fando.com

You can also submit to any 
subcommittee member:

Anthony Garro
tgarro@beta-inc.com

Jaqui Connors
jaquic5@comcast.net

Julie Piacentini 
jpiacentini@brooklinema.gov

Frank Marinaccio (YP) 
fmarinaccio@beta-inc.com
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Editor’s Notes 2017 Board of Directors

President 
Timothy M. Webb 

First Vice President 
John Westerling 

Second Vice President 
Gordon Daring 

Secretary-Treasurer 
Jacqueline A. Connors 

Council of Chapters 
Richard J. Benevento 

Directors - CT 
Anthony Garro 

John P. Lawlor, Jr. 
Thomas Roy 

Kirk Severance 

Directors - MA 
Richard J. Barrett 

John Bechard 
Robert A. Goober 
William P. Hadley 

Robert D. McNeil, III 
Mary L. Monahan 

Julie Piacentini 
F. Adam Yanulis 

Directors - NH 
Kurt D. Blomquist 

 Christopher Mulleavey 

Directors - RI 
Stephen P. Mattscheck 

William Riccio 

Directors - VT 
Justin Rabidoux 

Lisa M. Schaeffler 

Past Presidents Advisory Council 
Jennifer R. Perry 

Richard P. Merson 
Walter E. Veselka 

Richard J. Benevento 
Kevin Sheppard 

Directors Emeritus 
Jack J. Henebury 

John O. Kunz 

Last Issue from the BETA Team

It has been an absolute honor to work closely with Chapter 
members to compile and publish the Chapter Chatter over the 
last 10 years.  Special thanks to old friend Lon Hultgren, who 

served as long-term editor prior to BETA. Lon, along with other 
dedicated Chapter members, helped pave the way for the 

newsletter to be considered for national recognition. 

It is now time for us to pass the torch so our team can focus on 
other Chapter initiatives and continue promoting public works 

awareness.  It has truly been a pleasure and we look forward to 
the legacy of the Chapter Chatter continuing.

Thank you and Happy Holidays!
Anthony Garro and Aimee Couture

Thank you to our
Sponsors

GOLD
BETA Group, Inc.

C. N. Wood
Environmental Partners Group

Felix A. Marino Co., Inc.
Goosetown Communications

VHB
Weston & Sampson

SILVER
Eastern Salt

Fuss & O’Neill
Highway Rehab Corporation
Hoyle Tanner & Associates

Sealcoating, Inc.
Tighe & Bond

Woodard & Curran

BRONZE
All States Materials Group

Atlantic Broom
ARCADIS

Bayside Engineering, Inc.
CDM Smith

Highway Rehab
Lorusso, Corporation

TEC Inc.
WorldTech Engineering

For more information on sponsorship,
please contact Adam Yanulis at

fayanulis@tighebond.com
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Public Works Officials Celebrate 100th Meeting Continued

The monthly meeting provides those in 
attendance with a chance to exhale and 
hold conversations with those in the public 
works industry. 

The first two meetings were for lunch but 
it was decided to move the monthly get-
together to breakfast in order to build 
attendance. 

Rick Stinson, Wakefield DPW Director, 
serves as the host of the meeting which 
takes place at the same local restaurant 
each month. The agenda is informal, but 
focuses on three areas of discussion; public 
works business, hot topics (what are specific 
issue(s) that the community is dealing with 
and what technology initiatives/challenges 
are public works departments addressing 
are a few examples), and personnel 
updates. The group also tends to share 
family and individual news and talk about 
past and upcoming events. The meeting is 
always filled with continuous laughter and 
camaraderie.  

Finally, the group is challenged with a quiz 
of 10 to 12 questions from the newspa-
per (pictured to the right). These ques-
tions range from political to geographical, 
from the fine arts to sports and beyond. 
If they answer all questions correctly they 
are treated to a free breakfast the follow-
ing month. This question and answer phase 
of the meeting is a true test of our groups 
character since for some or many resort to 
all kinds of tactics to obtain the correct an-
swers. There is no shame in their offer to 
have free breakfast. All barriers of honesty, 
credibility and fair play are broken. It is one 
of the funniest scenes one could imagine. 

Before parting, the next monthly date is 
confirmed and the group resumes their day 
feeling refreshed and ready to conquer the 
world of public works.

Contributed by Dave Hanlon

Continued from page 1

Front entrance to Brothers, located in 
downtown Wakefield, MA.

The group enjoying simple conversation and a bite to eat.

Rick Stinson pictured with the long-time owner and staff of Brothers Deli.

Trivia questions via 
The Republican Newspaper
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Public Works Officials Celebrate 100th Meeting Continued Public  Works Week Luncheon

Mike Nelson from BWSC receiving the 
Young Leader Award.

Young Professionals Aimee Couture and 
Mike Nelson presenting on the power of 
social media.

Contributor of the Year, BETA Group, Inc.

Members of the Diversity Committee with Chapter President, Tim Webb.

National Award winners being honored at the Luncheon.

The National Public Works Week Commemorative Scholarship Luncheon was held at Venezia Restaurant in Dorchester. Chapter and 
National award winners were named and scholarships were awarded.

NEW ENGLAND 
CHAPTER AWARD 

WINNERS

YOUNG LEADER AWARD
Mike Nelson, PE

Director of Engineering 
Boston Water & Sewer 

Commission

OUTSTANDING 
ACHIEVEMENT IN PUBLIC 

WORKS
City of 

Westfield, Massachusetts 
Department of Public Works

SNOW-OPS program

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD

Dustin Keelty
Public Works Supervisor 

Milton, Vermont 
Department of Public Works

CONTRIBUTOR OF THE YEAR
BETA Group, Inc.

Trivia questions via 
The Republican Newspaper
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Summer Conference - Cape Cod

This years’s Summer Conference was held at a new location, The Red Jacket Beach Resort in South Yarmouth, Massachusetts.  Chap-
ter members enjoyed networking events, educational sessions, and social activities. 

Tim Webb kicking off the Welcome Grill. Member of the Year, Jennifer Perry with Cubby Kiley.

Member of 
the Year

“Jennifer Perry has been, and 
continues to be, an effective public 
works leader. Always keeping the 
best interest of the public works 
profession at heart, Jennifer has 
been a passionate supporter of 
APWA both Nationally and in New 
England. She continues to be a key 

component of our Chapter’s 
success and fittingly, she 
was recognized as our 2017 
Member of the Year.” 
- Awards Committee Chairman 
Rich Benevento

Chip Barrett addressing the crowd. Tom DeMaio and Andy Pappastergion sharing some laughs at the Member of the Year 
Awards Banquet.

Attendees enjoying the clam bake.
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PWX - Orlando

National Awards Recognizing our Members:

• The Distinguished Service Award: Carl Quiram, P.E., PWLF
• The Donald C. Stone Award for Excellence in Education for an Individual *
         Donna Shea – Connecticut T2 Center

Of the 9 Professional Managers of the Year Categories the New England Chapter 
earned 7 of them:
• Administrative Management: Carys Lustig – Supervisor of Administration
         Town of Needham, MA Department of Public Works
• Engineering & Technology: Timothy Clougherty – City Engineer
         City of Manchester, NH Department of Public Works
• Facilities & Grounds: Robert LeBlanc – Superintendent of Highways, Parks & 

Cemeteries, Town of Walpole, MA Department of Public Works
• Public Right of Way: Pamela Marquis - Right of Way Compliance Manager
         Massachusetts Department of Transportation
• Public Works Emergency Management: Richard “Chip” Barrett – Highway 

Superintendent, Town of Westford, MA Department of Public Works
• Solid Waste: Thomas Hladick – Deputy Director, Town of Natick, MA  

Department of Public Works
• Transportation: Thomas J. Tinlin – Highway Administrator, Massachusetts 

Department of Transportation

National Awards Recognizing the Profession:
• Exceptional Performance Award – Adversity  
         The Great Flood: Emergency Response & Recovery
         Warwick Sewer Authority, Warwick, Rhode Island
• Exceptional Performance Award – Sustainability
         Town Wide Sustainability Program 
         Town of Natick, Massachusetts Department of Public Works

APWA Projects of the Year 
• Structures greater than $75 Million 

Government Center Station Reconstruction  
Primary Agency – Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority  
Primary Contractor – Barletta Heavy Division 
Primary Consultant – HDR

• Disaster or Emergency Construction or Repair greater than $75 Million 
Waterbury State Office Complex 
Primary Agency – State of Vermont, Dept. of Buildings & Gen Services 
Primary Contractor – PC Construction 
Primary Consultant – Freeman French Freeman

APWA Projects of the Year For Small Cities / Rural Communities
• In the Disaster or Emergency Construction or Repair Category 

The Pawtuxet River Stabilization Project 
Primary Agency – Town of Coventry, Rhode Island 
Primary Contractor – Cardi Corporation 
Primary Consultant – Fuss & O’Neill, Inc.

• In the Environment Category 
From the Ocean to the Bay – Eastham Water System 
Primary Agency – Town of Eastham, Massachusetts 
Primary Contractor – Robert B. Our Co., Inc. 
Primary Consultant – Environmental Partners Group, Inc.

• In the Transportation Category 
The Concord Downtown Complete Streets Improvement Project 
Primary Agency – City of Concord, New Hampshire 
Primary Contractor – Severino Trucking Co., Inc. 
Primary Consultant – McFarland Johnson, Inc.

Chapter Members accepting the Chapter’s 17th consecutive
PACE Award.

New England Chapter National Award winners.

Chapter Dinner 
at Jimmy Buffet’s 
Margaritaville

The APWA National Awards program recognizes outstanding individuals, groups and Chapters representing the public works pro-
fession. This was another very successful year for the New England Chapter in the awards category, earning 16 National Awards.
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Community Spotlight

What is your community doing for 
National Public Works Week?
 It might not be until May, but it’s never too early to 
start planning!
 
The NEAPWA is proud to introduce “Fill a Public 
Works Truck.” This event is an opportunity to 
give back to those in need by collecting food and 
household provisions for you local food bank.  Not 
only will you be giving back, but this will also help 
raise awareness of public works and what we do for 
the community.

Keep an eye out for more info!

Above
Lisa Sheltra of Williston, Vermont 
hosted a presentation at the 
local elementary school.  Five 
presentations  were given to over 
320 kids in Kindergarten through 2nd 
grade. The kids especially  loved a 
3D model that was presented and it 
survived!

To the left
Danvers, Massachussetts hosted a 
DPW Open House to show off its 
equipment and do demonstrations 
for the community.

What are you doing to increase 
awareness in your community?
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In case you missed it...
Many of our member communities are on Twitter sharing 
all the ways #PublicWorksMakesItHappen. Check out some  
recent tweets and feel free to join the conversation!
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Contributor News

Fuss & O’Neill, Inc. is pleased to announce 
that it has acquired CLD Consulting 
Engineers, Inc. This acquisition produces 
a company of nearly 350 engineers, 
scientists, and planners in 11 offices 
throughout New England. This growth 
has been part of both companies’ long-
term strategic plans, and the acquisition 
was nearly a year-long process. Both 
companies wanted to ensure that this 
combining of expertise would benefit their 
clients, and they are confident that it will.

“We are excited about the possibilities 
of this evolution,” said Fuss & O’Neill 
President and CEO Peter Grose. “The 
professionals at CLD have earned their 
firm well-deserved respect amongst their 
clients and peers, and we look forward 
to welcoming them to the Fuss & O’Neill 
family. Together we will further Fuss & 
O’Neill’s mission of Creating Works of Life.”

The two firms share many similarities: both 
have dedicated themselves to bettering 
their communities and both believe that 
the job is never finished until the client is 
completely satisfied. 

The acquisition, which establishes office 
locations in each of the six New England 
states, creates opportunities to strengthen 
new communities, to restore additional 
bodies of water, and to reinvent once-
blighted spaces. Clients can expect the 
same level of personal and dedicated 
attention, with the added benefit of 
extended services. 

The two companies will combine business 
operations in the coming year.

WorldTech Engineering is excited to 
announce the addition of Rod Emery as 
Senior Transportation Specialist. Rod joins 
WorldTech with over 45 years of diversified 
experience in traffic engineering and 
transportation planning, traffic operations 
design, and environmental impact studies. 
Rod has particular expertise in performing 
analysis, planning, and design in an open, 
participatory framework. Rod’s technical 
expertise is equally matched with his 
public agency experience. At WorldTech, 
Rod will continue to represent local 
communities and State DOTs by advising 
and providing design and review services. 
Rod has a proven capacity to facilitate 
discussions and mediate decision making 
among many competing interests. Rod is 
a champion for balanced transportation 
systems that incorporate non-auto uses in 
transportation solutions.

Rod is an active member of the Institute 
of Transportation Engineers (ITE) where 
he has advanced the image and technical 
knowledge of the profession through his 
work on various Technical Committee 
projects and presentations he has made 
on behalf of the Institute. He is among 
the first 400 registered Professional Traffic 
Operations Engineers (PTOE) to be certified 
by ITE. A recipient of the “Transportation 
Engineer of the Year” award from the 
Institute of Transportation Engineers’ New 
England Section in 2008, Rod brings the 
technical expertise and leadership skills 
needed to successfully manage the most 
complex projects.

Woodco Machinery is pleased to announce 
that Dan Rott will be joining the Woodco 
Machinery Volvo equipment team as the 
new Sales Manager.

Dan has been working in the construction 
equipment business  for 30 years.  Starting 

Pompeo Casale, PE, has joined Weston & 
Sampson as Vice President and Practice 
Leader in our Transportation/Civil 
discipline. Pompeo is well known to New 
England municipal officials and leaders as 
well as to state agencies, having served in 
leadership roles with several consulting 
firms including McFarland Johnson, Inc.; 
AECOM; EarthTech; and VHB. 

Responsible for a variety of regional 
highway and municipal roadway 
design projects throughout his 40-
year career, Pompeo has developed 
strong relationships with public works 
officials, municipal leaders, DOT officials, 
regulators, and a host of others involved in 
the transportation profession. 

Pompeo will be an important addition to 
Weston & Sampson’s expanding operation 
- overseeing our Transportation staff of 
more than 50 - and will help us continue to 
grow in the Transportation/Civil discipline 
as well as achieve our strategic growth 
goals along the eastern seaboard of the 
United States.  

Mr. Thomas Salimeno, PE, LEP joins BETA’s 
growing Hartford office as an Associate with 
30 years of experience in the Environmental 
Engineering field. His professional background 
includes Brownfields site assessment 
and remediation, environmental site 
investigations, regulatory compliance, 
hazardous building material surveys, cost 
estimating, construction and demolition 
projects, and wastewater engineering. At 
BETA, Thomas will lead our Environmental 
Science services team in the Connecticut 
region.

Thomas holds a master’s degree in 
Environmental Engineering from the 
University of New Haven and a bachelor’s 
degree in Chemical Engineering from the 
University of Connecticut. In addition to 
his engineering accomplishments, Thomas 
has been a member of the Berlin Public 
Building Commission for nearly 10 years.

out in the service side of the company and 
spending the last 10+/- years as a sales 
manager. We all look forward to working 
with Dan and the Volvo products.



Public Works Makes It Happen                                                                     
11

Attention Sponsors:  Please 
forward your news to Tony 
Garro for placement in the 

next issue.

Arcadis is pleased to announce that 
Michael Pelletier, PE (licensed in MA 
and NH), ENV SP has joined the firm as 
a Principal Engineer/Certified Project 
Manager working from the Wakefield 
MA office. Michael has over 20 years of  
experience on public works projects for 
water, wastewater and stormwater from 
concept through the construction phase. 
Arcadis continues to be a proud sponsor 
and active participant in NE APWA. 

Whether it’s improving resiliency on coasts 
and in cities, protecting human health by 
securing clean water, or simply taking what 
you do further, Arcadis delivers outcomes 
that improve quality of life, safety, and 
sustainability for you and your community.

We are pleased to announce that Patrick 
Hanlon has joined the Highway Rehab 
team. Patrick has over 20 years of 
pavement experience in road construction 
and is eager to make an impact in this new 
role.

Environmental Partners is pleased to 
announce that Helen T. Gordon, P.E. 
has joined our team as Senior Program 
Manager.  Helen has served both public 
and private clients on a wide range of civil 
and environmental engineering projects 
throughout her 37-year career in New 
England. Her broad expertise includes 
wastewater management and NPDES 
compliance, wastewater collection and 
disposal, water supply and treatment 
and stormwater management and MS4 
compliance.  

Environmental Partners recently 
accepted the “Most Innovative Program” 
award from New England Water Works 
Association for the New $130 Million 
Municipal Water System in Eastham, MA.  
The award is given to, “a program resulting 
in demonstrated economic, operations, 
conservation, security, public relations, or 
general efficiency benefits.”  This award 
comes on the heels of the same project 
receiving APWA’s National Top 25 Public 
Works Project of the Year at the 2017 PWX 
Conference.

Wethersfield, Connecticut (October, 
2017) – VHB welcomes Jeff Shamas to 
the firm’s Wethersfield Connecticut team 
as Environmental Services Director. A 
recognized and respected environmental 
leader, he brings more than 25 years 
of local, state, and federal permitting 
experience and applies this technical 
knowledge to develop strategic permitting 
plans that move clients’ projects forward. 
Shamas will work to further build out 
VHB’s environmental and energy services 
in Connecticut. 

“Jeff is an innovative thinker who has 
developed a balanced environmental 
approach for major land development, 
transportation, energy, telecommunication 
and institutional projects,” said New 
England Regional Manager Tom Jackmin, 
PE. “His background and strategic 

Manchester, NH partnered with Sealcoat-
ing, Inc., of Braintree, MA, for their first 
Cold in Place Recycling project this past 
October. Cold in Place Recycling (CIR) is an 
alternative to both Full Depth Reclamation 
(FDR) and Milling & Overlaying (M&O). 

The process, using a Wirtgen CR3800 pul-
verizes the existing road up to 6” in depth.  
In the drum housing, PG Liquid Asphalt is 
added as a bonding agent along with ce-
ment to add strength. This recycled mate-
rial is then feed directly into a paver via a 
conveyer and returned to the roadway. A 
wearing course is then applied over the 
CIR to seal the road. One of several advan-
tages to the CIR process is taking a dete-
riorated road and using it to create road 
base which results in the elimination of the 
trucking that would have been needed to 
place HMA Binder. 

The city chose East Industrial Drive as their 
first project. The 6,400 ft. long road is the 
main collector road in a very busy Indus-
trial Park. The city noticed one of the ad-
vantages was the lack of traffic disruption. 
Because the process replaces the road in 
place, it is drivable almost immediately, 
whereas the FDR process leaves recycled 
loose gravel that needs to be graded and 
compacted before traffic can resume. They 
also noted that by going down to the base 
the process will eliminate reflective crack-
ing that would come back if they had cho-
sen to M&O.

Manchester’s preliminary analysis indi-
cates it is similar to its current M&O num-
bers and substantially less than their FDR 
numbers. The City has now added the CIR 
process to their extensive Pavement Pres-
ervation Program and is in the process of 
selecting roads for CIR in 2018.

leadership on high-profile public- and 
private-sector projects will greatly benefit 
our clients and partners in the region.”

Prior to joining VHB, Shamas worked on 
projects throughout New England, New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. He 
provided natural resources peer review 
and presented expert testimony for 
several proposed projects throughout 
Connecticut. 

Shamas is a certified professional Wetland 
Scientist, Certified Ecologist, Certified 
Soil Scientist and received his Wetland 
Delineation Certification from the US Army 
Corps of Engineers. He completed the 
University of Massachusetts Plant & Soil 
Science Certification Program and has a BS 
from Johnson State College.



The “Over The Hill Gang” met for lunch on September 13th at the Café Escadrille Restaurant in Burlington, MA .
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What have we been up to?

Where are they now?

Above: Members at the National 
Snow Plow Roadeo in Colorado
Left: Membership and Public 
Works Awareness Committee 
members Tony Garro and Sean 
Ciancarelli at a networking event.

Tim Walsh, Retired Director of PW, Westwood, MA
Lee Peck, Retired Director of PW, Plymouth, MA
David Rodham, Retired, Director of PW, Lynnfield, MA
Bob MacEwen, Retired Director of PW, Needham, MA 
and Past Chapter President

Jack Petkus , Retired Director of PW, Andover, MA  
Dave Hanlon, Retired Director of PW, North Reading, MA
Don DeHart, Retired Director of Public Works, Danvers, MA and  
Past Chapter President
Joe McKay, Retired Director of PW, Everett, MA

Jack Kunz, Retired, J.K. Municipal Services
Rick Merson, Director of PW, Town of Needham, MA
Jaqui Connors, Retired, Boston Public Works Department
Jack Henebury, Retired Director of PW, Somerville, MA

Frank Cheverie, Retired Director of PW, Hanover, MA
Mike Valenti, Retired Director of PW, Pembroke, MA
Bob Noyes, Retired Director of PW, Sudbury, MA
Hamer Clark, Retired Director of PW, Southbridge, MA

Rhode Island Public Works Association
is pleased to announce its 
2018 Board of Directors:

President
Steve Mattscheck

Exeter Public Works Department

Vice President 
Thomas O’Loughlin

Middletown Public Works Department

Secretary 
Mike DiCicco

Narragansett Public Works Department

Treasurer 
Bob Dexter

Retired Public Works Director

Vendor Board Member
Tim Ledogar

C.N. Wood Company



The APWA community is sadly mourning the loss of two members of the public works family.

David B. Fiske, age 57, of Norton, formerly of Plainville passed away unexpectedly on Thursday, 
June 15, 2017 at the Sturdy Memorial Hospital in Attleboro, following injuries sustained while 
working in Plainville. 

John McSweeney, Jr. “Jack” (pictured right) age 91, of Braintree, died peacefully, Wednesday, 
June 21, 2017 at the Massachusetts General Hospital, surrounded by his loving family.  John  was 
employed as the Director of Public Works in Canton for several years.  Previously, he was the Town 
Engineer and Director of Public Works in Lexington. 

Paying Proper Tribute
Police and fire memorials for fallen coworkers are legendary for their 
organizational precision and magnitude. New England public works 
agencies that have experienced similar loss have developed a response 
protocol that any agency is free to use. This year a PWX presentation 
on “Honoring Fallen Public Works Employees” was given by NE 
Chapter members with the help of Jennifer Hughes from the Oswego 
Ill Chapter. The presentation highlighted establishing a protocol and 
standard operating procedures to follow when such events occur.  

Presenters (pictured bottom left) were:

Richard Barrett
Town of Westford, MA Highway Department

Thomas Collins
(Retired) Town of Natick, MA Department of Public Works

Jennifer Hughes from Oswego Ill Chapter

William Hadley
(Retired) Town of Lexington, MA Department of Public Works 

Richard Merson
Town of Needham, MA Public Works Department

Richard Stinson
Town of Wakefield, MA Public Works Department
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The Young Professional’s Corner

Honoring our Fallen Comrades

Submitted by Francis Marinaccio
The Young Professionals (YP) Group held a free Educational-
Networking event in October at the Unilock paver manufacturing 
plant in Uxbridge, MA. The event started with yard games and apps 
then  followed with a tour of the facility to learn how Unilock makes 
their paver and wall blocks in their state of the art facility that can 
produce a multitude of different products in one place. YP’s met 
next door at a local billiard and sports bar after the tour for some 
eight-ball scratches. Thank you to Unilock for hosting the group at 
their facility.

The YP Group will aim to create programing for 2018 that focuses on its usual centrally located learning-networking events 
paired with smaller meet-ups that are located more broadly to encourage involvement from members who cannot travel 
to other events. Keep an eye out for future YP events by following their Facebook page. Remember, everyone is welcome 
to attend YP events regardless of age!
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Meet a Member

NAME:  John Kennedy Westerling
 
OCCUPATION:  Director of Public Works, Hopkinton DPW
 
RESIDENCE:  Holden, MA
 
RIGHT NOW I’M IN THE MIDDLE OF:  Finishing construction of our new $14 
million DPW facility. Among other things, the project will greatly improve the 
DPW’s ability to serve the community, it will make our operations much more 
efficient, and it will provide basic employee comforts which will be great for 
morale and working conditions.
 
BORN, RAISED & GREW UP IN:  Holden, MA - I haven’t gone very far!
 
FAVORITE WAY TO SPEND MY TIME:  Spending time with my family, golfing, 
seeing the world, and working out.
 
PROUDEST ACCOMPLISHMENT:  Earning my Master of Public Administration degree from Clark University. I went back to school 
late in life and it was a challenge to balance family, work, and school, but the payoff was well worth it!
 
I’D LIKE TO BE REMEMBERED FOR:   A quotation from Khalil Gibran says it best: “It was in my heart to help a little because I was 
helped much.” I recognize that I am who I am today only because of the help I’ve received from others throughout my life, and 
for that I am grateful! It is in my heart to help others, to give back, so that others may grow and achieve their goals.
 
TOP ON MY BUCKET LIST:  Touring Greece with my wife! We are planning a trip there in two years for our birthdays.
 
WHAT I WANTED TO BE WHEN I GREW UP:  A Police Officer. Police Officers were always there to help and to serve the public 
good; you see, serving the public has always been a goal of mine and I get to do that everyday in my career.
 
PERSON OR EXPERIENCE THAT HAS INFLUENCED ME THE MOST:  My mother. She was always positive in spite of adversity that 
may have crippled others, she always did what was necessary to raise her children and take care of her family, and she was 
always a source of joy!
 
FAVORITE MOVIE:  Elf! I am excited for the Christmas season to begin because my family and I will watch it countless times right 
up until Christmas.
  
FAVORITE PET:  Daisy - the most intelligent and lovable yellow lab. She’s now chasing cars in doggie heaven.
 
FAVORITE COMFORT FOOD:   Cheeseburger and fries, though I regret it when I’m on the spin bike trying to burn off the calories.
 
AMOUNT OF TIME I SPEND ON FACEBOOK:  I enjoy keeping up with family and friends while watching TV at night.
 
MY FAVORITE THING ABOUT NEW ENGLAND:  Other than the New England Chapter of APWA, it has to be the fact that we are a 
short ride to the ocean, the mountains, the city, and the country. There are so many wonderful sites to see and areas to explore 
throughout New England.
 
BEST ADVICE I EVER RECEIVED:  From my mother who said, “Stay in school”, which I took to mean “Never stop learning”. I am 
able to serve the public in my capacity as Director only because I heeded mom’s advice. Her advice has always influenced me; 
most recently completing my Master’s degree, thanks in part to a scholarship from the New England Chapter of the APWA; 
earning my Black Belt in Krav Maga; becoming certified to teach spinning which I do twice a week; and becoming certified as an 
open water scuba diver.

Each issue of the Chapter Chatter will introduce you to a fellow chapter member.  This issue we got to 
know a little bit more about incoming Chapter President, John Westerling, who serves as the Public 
Works Director in Hopkinton, Massachusetts. 
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Fall Snow and Ice Conference                                    Submitted by Timothy Ledogar

The New England Chapter of the American Public Works Association held its  Invitational SnowPlow Roadeo /  Driver Skills and Safety 
Training on October 18th at the Chapter’s Fall Snow and Ice Conference. Sixteen Teams from the New England states were invited to 
compete and challenge themselves with a  pre -trip vehicle inspection and snow plow truck slalom obstacle course.

Chapter representatives from the RIPWA, MassHighway Association, CASHO, NHDOT, VMHA, and NH Public Works, contributed to the 
success of the event as judges and course officials, with many other New England Chapter Vendors supporting the event as volunteers 
and officials. The overall winning team not only has the honor of being the 2017 New England Champions, they also will be representing 
the New England Chapter at the 2018 American Public Works Association National SnowPlow Roadeo in Loveland, Colorado.

The SnowPlow Roadeo would like to thank Frank Chevrie and Dave Capelle for their support, and Steve Mattscheck and Chip Barrett for 
another successful event. Thank you to the New England Chapter Board of Directors for your continued support.

2017-2018 APWA New England 
Calendar of Events

December 2  EC/Holiday Board Meeting  Mystic Hilton, Mystic, CT
April 18   Spring Conference    Pratt & Whitney Stadium/Rentschler  
      Field - East Hartford, CT
May 20 - 26  National Public Works Week (NPWW)
May 23   NPWW Luncheon    Venezia Restaurant, Dorchester, MA
June 13-15  Summer Conference   Red Jacket 
      South Yarmouth, MA
Aug. 26-29  PWX     Kansas City, MO 
October (TBD)  Fall/Snow& Ice/EC Board Mtg. TBD

Also available on the Chapter’s Web Page: www.newengland.apwa.net or  
APWA’s Web Page:  www.apwa.net
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