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Congratulations to the
Town of Bloomfield, CT on its
recent accreditation.
See pg. 7 for the full story.

Celebrating National Public Works Week
Since 1960, APWA has sponsored and celebrated National Public Works Week.
Across North America, our more than 29,000 members in the U.S. and Canada
use this week to energize and educate the public on the importance of public
works in their daily lives: planning, building, managing and operating at the
heart of their local communities to improve everyday quality of life.
To help our membership prepare, the New England Chapter’s Public Works
Awareness Committee provided the following tips:

#1: Nominate a Chapter Award Winner
#2: Start a Twitter or Facebook Account
#3: Host an Open House or Touch a Truck Event
#4: Get an official proclamation
#5: Toot your own horn
#6: Reward your team
#7: Get some “Face Time”
#8: Head back to school
#9: Visit your neighbor
#10: Introduce a non-member to NEAPWA
For more details, visit the chapter website www.newengland.apwa.net.

Fairfield, CT Receives Prestigious ISSA Award

SAVE THE
DATE
June 14-16, 2017
Summer Conference
Red Jacket Resort
South Yarmouth, MA
August 27-30, 2017
PWX
Orlando, FL
October 18, 2017
Fall/Snow& Ice Conference
Boxborough, MA

ISSA President Rusty Price with Scott Bartlett from Fairfield, CT in Tucson,
AZ. Read the full story on page 5.
www.newengland.apwa.net

President’s Message
this year has a Top Ten Public Works
Professional, Kevin Sheppard of
Manchester New Hampshire.
Congratulations Kevin for an
outstanding job.

It has been a whirlwind first quarter
of 2017, many activities have
been put in motion or have been
completed. The annual Spring
Conference was held in April at a
new venue, Pratt & Whitney Field,
aka Rentschler Field in East Hartford
Connecticut. Attendance increased
and the educational sessions were a
hit. The ability to network with our
sponsors in a more direct setting
was also a noted improvement.

Unfortunately we were hit
emotionally with the tragic loss of
Warren Cowles during the winter
event in March, an employee of 29
years for the Town of Longmeadow
Mass and by the untimely deaths
of three long term employees with
the Newton Mass, Public Works
Department, Robert Cabeal, Louis
Pellegrinin, and David McAdams.

The Community of Bloomfield
became the first Connecticut
community to obtain accreditation
from the American Public Works
Association.
Congratulations
to Bloomfield and John Lawlor
for recognizing the importance
of ensuring the Public Works
Profession continues to grow.

All of our thoughts and prayers go
has put together a fantastic program out to the families of these men.
for our new venue at the Red Jacket Due to these losses, the Public
Beach Resort in South Yarmouth.
Works Awareness Committee has
Another hot committee picking formalized a sub-committee to
up stream this first quarter undertake the need to adopt a
All of our Committees have been is our Diversity
Committee. procedure on how the Public Works
busy and engaging in their respected The committee has grown Profession will honor our fallen
duties. The Finance Committee has in membership steadily as brothers and sisters in the future.
been working on the new fiscal year Mary Monahan and Catherine As we move forward in 2017, I
budget and should be presenting Schoenenberger have really hit the wish to thank all who continue to
to the Executive Board at the May ground running.
make the New England Chapter
meeting.
Both the PWX Committee and Fall/ one of the best in the Country.
The National Public Works Week Snow & Ice Conference Committee There is still much to do and I know
Luncheon is on schedule and we have been working on their events. our membership will continue
to enhance the Public Works
will be listening to the voice of the
Boston Bruins, Jack Edwards, as our The New England Chapter has Profession this year and many more
guest speaker. The Timothy O’Leary also out done itself once more in to follow.
Scholarships will be awarded to receiving 17 National Awards out of
Alison Foley and Joshua Saraceno 26 given each year. Rich Benevento
and the Memorial Scholarship will and his committee have done an Respectfully,
be awarded to Mitchell Pavlik, outstanding job in promoting these Timothy M. Webb
awards by reaching out to our NEAPWA President
congratulations to all.
Chapter membership to educate
The Spring Mechanic Workshop and encourage the submittals.
again was a sellout, this event held Congratulations to all award
both in the spring and fall continues winners.
to draw great interest throughout
A big thank you to all who worked
the Chapter.
hard and submitted projects for
The Summer Conference Committee consideration. The Chapter again
www.newengland.apwa.net
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Thank you to our
Sponsors

Editor’s Notes
Welcome to the Spring
issue of the Chapter Chatter.

GOLD
BETA Group, Inc.
C. N. Wood
Environmental Partners Group
Felix A. Marino Co., Inc.
Goosetown Communications
VHB
Weston & Sampson

Please submit story ideas,
articles, or topics of interest to:
Tony Garro, Newsletter Chair
tgarro@beta-inc.com or
Aimee Couture, Editor
acouture@beta-inc.com

SILVER
Eastern Salt
Fuss & O’Neill
Highway Rehab Corporation
Hoyle Tanner & Associates
Sealcoating, Inc.
Tighe & Bond
Woodard & Curran

You can also submit to any
subcommittee member:
Jaqui Connors
jaquic5@comcast.net

BRONZE
All States Materials Group
Atlantic Broom
ARCADIS
Bayside Engineering, Inc.
CDM Smith
Highway Rehab
Lorusso, Corporation
TEC Inc.
WorldTech Engineering

Julie Piacentini
jpiacentini@brooklinema.gov
Frank Marinaccio (YP)
fmarinaccio@beta-inc.com
Mary Monahan
marylmonahan@gmail.com
Cubby Kiley
ckiley@atlanticbroom.com

Spread the Word!
The Public Works Awareness
Committee needs you to help
spread the word: Public Works
Makes It Happen! To obtain
bumper stickers for your fleet
(and/or car magnets for your
personal vehicles), contact
Julie Piacentini at jpiacentini@
brooklinema.gov

Have you changed jobs?
Updated your e-mail address?
Not receiving chapter e-mails?
Let us know!
•
•
•

•

Visit www.apwa.net
Log in to MyAPWA
Click on the “My Account”
tab and edit your information
there. This will update your
information in the National
Database.
Then, send an e-mail to
neapwa@gmail.com with your
new information. This will allow
the Chapter to immediately
update your information in our
database so you don’t miss any
chapter news!

Public Works Makes It Happen
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2017 Board of Directors
President
Timothy M. Webb
First Vice President
John Westerling
Second Vice President
Gordon Daring
Secretary-Treasurer
Jacqueline A. Connors
Council of Chapters
Richard J. Benevento, Alternate
Directors - CT
Anthony Garro
John P. Lawlor, Jr.
Thomas Roy
Kirk Severance
Directors - MA
Richard J. Barrett
John Bechard
Robert A. Goober
William P. Hadley
Robert D. McNeil, III
Mary L. Monahan
Julie Piacentini
F. Adam Yanulis
Directors - NH
Kurt D. Blomquist
Christopher Mulleavey
Directors - RI
Stephen P. Mattscheck
William Riccio
Directors - VT
Justin Rabidoux
Lisa M. Schaeffler
Past Presidents Advisory Council
Jennifer R. Perry
Richard P. Merson
Walter E. Veselka
Richard J. Benevento
Kevin Sheppard
Directors Emeritus
Jack J. Henebury
John O. Kunz

New
Venue!

Spring Conference - East Hartford, CT
This year the Spring Conference was held on April 12th
with a new home at the Pratt & Whitney Stadium at
Rentschler Field in East Hartford, Connecticut. With a
commanding view of the football field where the UConn
Huskies play on one side and the remnants of the old air
field on the other, this exciting new venue was a huge hit
with the all of the conference attendees!
Perhaps it was the new venue or the educational sessions,
but our attendance was a record-breaking 160 attendees.
The conference offered six educational sessions in
two tracks to allow attendees to choose the sessions
that worked best for them. It was clear that our Public
Works professionals are clearly focused on the new MS4
requirements as the three sessions dealing with this topic
were some of the most heavily attended.

President Tim Webb addressing conference attendees.

As the committee met a few weeks after the conference to
review and reflect on the overall success of the event, the
committee is convinced that this is the right location for
the Spring Conference. The Spring Conference Committee
has already begun making arrangements for next year’s
meeting at Pratt & Whitney Field.

John Westerling and Kirk Severance at the registration desk.

Education sessions in progress.

www.newengland.apwa.net
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2017 Education Program - Upcoming Events

Fairfield ISSA continued from cover
Congratulations to the Town of
Fairfield, CT on receiving the ISSA
Award for Excellence in Pavement
Preservation. Under the leadership of
Scott Bartlett, Superintendant of Public
Works, and with the support of Public
Works Director Joe Michaelangelo, the
Town has become one of the most costeffective public agencies in pavement
management. They continually strive
to improve upon their program each
year and because of their proven
success, many agencies look to them
for guidance in starting or expanding
their own programs.
The most valuable physical asset of
many communities is their paved
roadway network, and Fairfield
officials take very seriously their
fiduciary obligation to manage the
town’s 288 centerline mile network
responsibly (275 miles of roads, plus

and deliver the latest technologies in
asphalt maintenance and repair.

Scott Bartlett and Joe Michaelangelo with
Fairfield’s award.

the equivalent of 13 miles in parking
lots).
While most agency decision-makers
are afraid to try new treatments for
fear of criticism or failure, Scott Bartlett
has spent the last nine years constantly
pushing the industry to search for

Public Works Makes It Happen
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As word of Fairfield’s pavement
management success has spread
throughout the area, Scott Bartlett
has increasingly become known as
one of the preeminent “go to” guys
for other municipal officials looking
to start or grow their own pavement
preservation programs. Fairfield has
hosted numerous visits from road
managers across New England and
downstate New York interested in
seeing all of the different treatments
Fairfield has utilized, and how they are
performing over time.
Fairfield, CT has become a model
agency for pavement preservation,
and is very much deserving of this
prestigious Award for Excellence.

Survey Says...
The New England Chapter recently created a survey for its members to help shape the way it provides programing for its
members. The Chapter also seeks to engage and garnish interaction between its members in a way that is beneficial for
everyone. The Young Professionals Group executed the survey and gathered the results.
The 23 question survey was first issued on February 6, 2017 and closed on March 17, 2017. A total of 166 members
participated in the survey. This represents 18.3% of the 905 members that the survey request was sent to. This report
summarizes survey results and highlights key insights that will help the New England Chapter Board to better serve its
members. For a complete breakdown of survey responses, contact Tony Garro or Tom Roy.
Thank you to all who participated!

Member Statistics

www.newengland.apwa.net
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Town of Bloomfield Receives APWA Accreditation
KANSAS CITY, MO. – January 23, 2017
Bloomfield’s Public Works & Facilities
Department has recently been awarded
the prestigious American Public Works
Association (APWA) Accreditation.
The APWA Accreditation program
recognizes public works agencies that
go beyond the requirements of the
management practices established
nationally in the public works industry,
as contained in the APWA Public
Works Management Practices Manual.
The Town of Bloomfield Public Works
& Facilities Department first began the
Accreditation process in September,
2014 and was awarded Accreditation
on January 5, 2017.
Bloomfield’s Public Works & Facilities
Department’s Accreditation indicates
the department has met all applicable
Accreditation documentation and
practices.
“The awarding of the
APWA Accreditation shows we have
dedicated ourselves to the concepts
of improvement and in-depth selfassessment of department policies,
procedures and practices. The heroes
of this prestigious APWA award are
the public works and facilities staff
whose mission is to provide public
works services and programs that
contribute to making Bloomfield a
great community,” said Public Works &
Facilities Director, John Lawlor.
The Bloomfield Public Works &
Facilities Department maintains public
streets, grounds, municipal buildings,
fields, parks & playgrounds, and select
Board of Education areas. Public Works
also procures and maintains all Town
owned vehicles and equipment. The
department has been recognized by
the Connecticut Association of Street
and Highway Officials for its leadership
in integrating operations.
For the Town of Bloomfield’s Public

John Lawlor and Rick Stinson with Bloomfield staff.

John Lawlor with Bloomfield DPW staff.

Works & Facilities Accreditation review,
a team of public works professionals
from Chesapeake, VA; Clark County,
WA and Kansas City, MO; completed
a thorough evaluation of operations
during their December 2016 site visit.
“It’s great to have the Bloomfield
Public Works & Facilities Department
reach full compliance with their
practices. I commend their continued
and renewed commitment to the
detailed review of the agency’s policies
and procedures to qualify,” said APWA
Accreditation Program Manager, Tracy
Quintana.

Public Works Makes It Happen
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The Bloomfield Public Works &
Facilities Department becomes the
120th agency in North America to
receive Accreditation. Bloomfield
Public Works & Facilities is the first in
the State of Connecticut, as well as the
third agency in New England to earn
Accreditation.
Other New England Chapter
communities that have
received accreditation
include Brookline, MA and
Lexington, MA.

NEAPWA’s Diversity Committee
Submitted by Mary L. Monahan, Fuss & O’Neill, Inc.
Why Do APWA and the New England
Chapter Need a Diversity Committee?
The construction industry, including
public works trades is traditionally
a male dominated field. The Bureau
of Labor recently published statistics
showing the dearth of women, Blacks/
African Americans, and Hispanics/
Latinos in these vocations. Historically,
these jobs provide good wages and
benefits, generally far more than
minimum wage. Furthermore, overall
U.S. earning statistics show women
earning only 83% of men’s median
weekly earnings. In the public sector,
due to the transparency of taxpayerfunded wages, local government
unions, position classifications, and
step increases in wages, discrepancies
in salaries based on gender or race are
almost non-existent.
How a “Tea for Three” Contributed to
the Revival of the NEAPWA Diversity
Committee
The revival of the New England Chapter
Diversity Committee is the result of a
conversation among Jennifer Perry,
past President NEAPWA; Catherine
Schoenenberger, past Chairperson of
APWA’s National Diversity Committee
and President-Elect of NAWIC; and
Mary Monahan, current member of
APWA’s National Diversity Committee.
In November 2016, this group
recorded a conversation about their
careers in public works and how
their gender affected their goals and
paths. The conversation veered into
a discussion regarding today’s public
works in New England. Catherine
noted that local public works need to
be aware of whom they are serving.
She added that public works crews
are in the “fishbowl” and should be
representative of the people who live
in that community. Jennifer noted that,
as a DPW Director, she is not receiving

applications from qualified women or
minorities for open positions in her
department. She added that 50% of
her engineering and technical staff is
women. Based on these discussions
and the overwhelming evidence of
inequality, NEAPWA President-elect
Tim Webb was ready to revive the
Chapter Diversity Committee.

The Revised NEAPWA Diversity
Committee
NEAPWA President Tim Webb
appointed Mary Monahan and
Catherine Schoenenberger as
co-chairs of the chapter’s
Diversity Committee.
The Committee roster is:
Mary L. Monahan
Fuss & O’Neill, Inc.
Catherine Schoenenberger
Stay Safe Traffic Products, Inc.
John P. Lawlor, Jr. MPA, PWLF
Town of Bloomfield, CT
Isabel McCauley, PE
Town of Holden, MA
Donna LaScaleia
City of Northampton, MA
Kerry Reed, PE, LEED AP
Town of Framingham, MA
Lori Barrett
Town of Merrimack, NH

The Committee adopted the following
goal and objective:
• Goal: Assist municipal public works
operations attract and retain staff
that reflects the communities they

www.newengland.apwa.net
8

•

serve.
Objective: Develop a program that
promotes career opportunities in
the public works labor force. The
program should contain special
consideration for minority groups.

Committee Work Plan
The Committee held its first meeting
in January 2017. Members introduced
themselves and discussed their
backgrounds and experience. Donna,
the Director of Public Works in
Northampton, is a master electrician
and comes from the electric utility
industry. Kerry is a veteran, who
is responsible for Framingham’s
stormwater program and stated that
she is looking for role models in DPW.
Isabel is the senior engineer in Holden
and is from Peru. John is the DPW
Director in Bloomfield, where 76% of
the population is African American;
however, that is not reflected in
the local public works labor force.
Catherine is an APWA National Diversity
Award winner and is President-elect
of NAWIC, where she is committed to
enhancing awareness and expanding
career opportunities for young women.
Mary is a public works business
development specialist. She notes that
the gender disparity in public works
presents unique challenges to women
sales
professionals
representing
consultants and vendors. Lori is the
Committee’s newest member and is
the operations manager in Merrimack.
She was nominated by her boss when
the Committee reached out to him to
discuss whether recent applications
reflected a diverse pool.
It soon became apparent that the
challenges and opportunities to
advance diversity and promote
inclusivity in the public works labor
force were varied and complicated.
John spoke about Bloomfield’s Town

Past NEAPWA President, Jennifer Perry, pictured with committee members, Catherine Schoenenberger and Mary Monahan

Council efforts to diversify the Town’s
workforce. The Council’s goal is to
have all departments reflect the
makeup of the community. John has
offered Bloomfield as a pilot project
for the Committee.
Jennifer Perry’s initial concern that
women and minorities were not
applying for positions in her community
expanded to the awareness that many
public works positions lacked qualified
applicants. Nashoba Valley Technical
High School in Westford, MA recently
held a Women in Construction
Mentoring Symposium led by
Catherine Schoenenberger.
Mary
Monahan participated in discussions
with female students enrolled in
the trades that could lead to careers
in public works: HVAC, plumbing,
engineering electronics, auto tech
and auto body, carpentry, electrical,
etc. None of the students had been
introduced to public works as a viable
career option.

To enhance understanding of the
public works hiring challenges, both
for public works leaders seeking a
diverse qualified staff and women and
minorities seeking careers in public
works, the Committee developed
a survey to better understand the
challenges that municipal public
works operations have in attracting
qualified
applicants,
especially
women and minorities. The survey
will be issued soon.
The Committee has discussed
additional opportunities for advancing
awareness of careers in public
works. These opportunities include
recognizing inclusivity and diversity
at all chapter events.
NEAPWA
quarterly meetings are excellent
opportunities to introduce students
to careers in public works. Another
opportunity would be for members to
host a student from their community
at a meeting. The Tea for Three
party discussed how the NEAPWA

Public Works Makes It Happen
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Executive Committee could contribute
to this awareness by actively reaching
out to young professionals, women,
and minorities to contribute to more
chapter programs. NEAPWA supports
designating the Diversity Committee
as a standing committee in the bylaws.
Join Us!
The NEAPWA Diversity Committee
needs your participation. Our goals
are lofty and without more help, they
will be a challenge to meet. This is a
committee that can make a difference.
If you are interested in serving or want
more information, please reach out to
Mary Monahan at mmonahan@fando.
com.

Contributor News

We’re Expanding!
We are excited to announce the
recent opening of our newest office
at 50 High Street in North Andover,
Massachusetts. Since 1983, Hoyle,
Tanner has been providing multidisciple engineering services to
various state agencies, municipalities
and private sector clients throughout
the Commonwealth. Our move from
Hopkinton to North Andover will now
accommodate growth and allow us
to extend those service capabilities
throughout the State.
In keeping with our corporate culture
of recognizing the value of repurposing
existing assets, our newly renovated
space is situated in a historic
mill building. Area residents will
recognize this location as the previous
headquarters of the Converse shoe
company.
Our friendly new space pictured
below is easily accessible to I-495, I-93
the MBTA commuter rail, Lawrence
Municipal Airport and is within
walking distance to many restaurants
and amenities. Located a half-hour
to Boston and an hour to Worcester,
we can now offer even greater
responsiveness to our Massachusetts
clients.

Weston & Sampson is pleased to
announce the following promotion…
Jeffrey Alberti, LEED®AP has been
promoted to Vice President. Jeff serves

as Program Manager for Weston &
Sampson’s Facilities division based in
our Foxboro, Massachusetts office.
With the firm since 2006, Jeff has
more than 20 years of experience in
the planning, design, and construction
of municipal public works facilities. Jeff
has served in a project management
and engineering role for more than
100 DPW facility related projects
throughout the Northeast. His
experience includes collecting data,
performing concept studies and
preliminary and final designs, and
providing construction-phase services.

Fuss & O’Neill, a full-service civil and
environmental engineering consulting
firm will be moving into a new Boston
office. On June 3rd, the growing firm
will have a new office at Heritage
Point, 108 Myrtle Street in Quincy. The
new office is easily accessible by the
Red Line and allows the company to
further grow their team. Fuss & O’Neill
has offices in New England and South
Carolina.
Shawn Martin, a former Southbridge
resident, and Kevin Sullivan, a current
resident of Canton, have both received
promotions at the firm. Martin has
been promoted to Vice President,
as well as a shareholder in the firm’s
Community Development practice
team and Sullivan has been named an
official shareholder of the firm. Both
men have made a lasting impression
on Fuss & O’Neill and will continue
doing so with their new titles.

Tighe & Bond, a leading Northeast
engineering
and
environmental
consulting firm received a Gold
Award from the American Council
of
Engineering
Companies
of
Massachusetts (ACEC/MA) for its $143
million Great Lakes Water Authority
Biosolids Dryer Facility project entry.
The award was presented on March
15 at the ACEC/MA 2017 Engineering
Excellence and Awards Gala.
Tighe & Bond won praise for its role
as the process/building engineer for
the complex fast-track design/build/
operate/maintain project led by New
England Fertilizer Company (NEFCO) of
Quincy, Mass. The new biosolids dryer
facility – the largest facility of its kind in
North America – serves approximately
three million people in the Detroit,
Michigan metropolitan area.
Prior to this project, sludge in Detroit
was incinerated, destroying a valuable
resource and generating significant
air pollution. Now, liquid wastewater
sludge is thermally dried into a
pelletized biosolids product, which
is distributed to regional farms as a
renewable substitute for chemical
fertilizer, or as an alternative fuel with
characteristics similar to coal.
The entire project, from concept to
start-up, was completed in just 30
months. The facility, constructed on
a former industrial site, has greatly
improved neighborhood aesthetics
and benefitted the local economy with
the creation of jobs during construction
and operations.

Attention Sponsors: Please forward your news to Tony Garro for placement in the next issue.
www.newengland.apwa.net
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Expanding our New Hampshire office.
Jason Plourde, PE, PTP, NH LPA has
recently joined BETA Group, Inc. as a
Project Manager in the Manchester,
NH office. Mr. Plourde has over 21
years of experience in the permitting
of land development and transportation planning projects. His expertise
includes traffic impact studies, corridor studies, transportation planning,
access management, traffic calming,
and complete streets.
BETA is also pleased to announce the
relocation of Christopher Turgeon,
PE, LEED Green Assoc., ENV SP to the
Manchester office. Mr. Turgeon has
been with BETA for seven years, and
has experience in a broad range of
projects involving transportation and
civil design, pavement management,
site/construction inspections, and construction cost estimating.

The American Council of Engineering
Companies of Massachusetts (ACEC/
MA) has named CDM Smith Inc. as a
winner of its 2017 Silver Engineering
Excellence Award for work on the
New Bedford Hurricane Barrier Access
Improvements project in New Bedford,
Massachusetts.
CDM Smith, headquartered in Boston,
was retained by the City of New
Bedford to design a 10-foot wide,
1.5-mile-long elevated walkway atop
the city’s hurricane protection barrier
where people can walk, jog, and enjoy
the view. As a result, residents and
visitors of New Bedford, Massachusetts
received something they haven’t had
in over 50 years; nearly unlimited
access to the waterfront.
This two-phased access improvement
project is equipped with railings on
each side, bollard-style light fixtures
and access ramps which meet the
requirements of the Architectural

Barriers Act. These features allow for
a safe environment for pedestrians
of all abilities and for workers who
provide continual maintenance to the
hurricane barrier.
The 2017 Engineering Excellence
Awards were announced at the recent
ACEC/MA Engineering Excellence
and Awards Gala with emcees Carol
Gladstone, Commissioner of the
Division of Capital Asset Management
and Maintenance and Commissioner
Leo Roy of the Department of
Conservation and Recreation.
“The winning projects exemplify
ingenuity and professionalism and
represent the breadth of engineering’s
contribution to our everyday lives,”
said ACEC/MA President Mark S.
Bartlett PE, Senior Associate at Stantec,
Inc. “They are outstanding examples of
how engineers connect communities,
provide safe and reliable water and
energy, and make our buildings safe
and efficient.”

2017 APWA New England Calendar of Events
May 21 - 27
May 24 		
June 14-16
June 16 		
July (TBD)
Aug. 27 - 30
August 29
September 20
October 18
December 2

National Public Works Week
NPWW Luncheon 		
Summer Conference 		
EC Board Meeting 		
EC Board Meeting 		
PWX 				
EC Board Meeting 		
EC Board Meeting 		
Fall/Snow& Ice/EC Board Mtg.
EC/Holiday Board Meeting		

Venezia Restaurant, Dorchester, MA
Red Jacket Resorts, South Yarmouth, MA
Red Jacket Resorts, South Yarmouth, MA
TBD
Orlando, FL
Rosen Centre Hotel Orlando, FL
O’Connor’s Restaurant, Worcester
Boxborough Regency (formerly Holiday Inn)
Mystic Hilton, Mystic, CT

Also available on the Chapter’s Web Page: www.newengland.apwa.net or
APWA’s Web Page: www.apwa.net
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What have we been up to?

Above: The Young Professional’s group enjoyed a night
of networking and fun in Boston at a Celtic’s game in
February.
Left: A local pizza place donated and delivered 6 large
pizza’s to the Williston, Vermont Public Works Department
with a nice note to thanks the crews for all of their hard
work during a winter storm. Public works awareness in
action!

Join us in Margaritaville for
the Chapter Dinner on
Tuesday, August 29th.
More information to follow!

www.newengland.apwa.net
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Honoring Our Fallen Comrades
Warren Cowles, a 29 year employee with
the Town of Longmeadow, Massachusetts,
was killed in the line of duty while
performing his duties as Foreman for
the Public Works Department during the
winter blizzard on March 14, 2017
Newton, Massachusetts DPW Worker,
Dave McAdams, passed away March 28,
2017.
The New England Chapter is proud that
we were able to quickly come together
to show our support and respect.
Motorcades of Public Works Trucks
participated in a show of solidarity and
support for both of our fallen brothers.

An email to NEAPWA President Tim Webb:

Dear APWA New England Chapter,
The City of Newton was deeply touched by the show
of support that the APWA NE Chapter put together
in honor of our fallen brother Dave McAdams. The
City Public Works Department has lost 3 active
employees within the last 6 months and this has
taken a toll on our employees and families. We cannot express how much support this has given our
department.
Thank you to all of the cities and towns for the show
of support in honoring Dave McAdams, his family
and the City of Newton.
Sincerely,
Jim McGonagle
Commissioner
Department of Public Works
City of Newton

As the former Director of the Longmeadow DPW, I would like to
thank you for the amazing tribute to Warren Cowles this morning. I had heard there was going to be a showing of DPW personnel and vehicles but I was absolutely stunned as the funeral
procession neared the cemetery. West Springfield and Westfield
had their groups of personnel along the road as the procession
made its way from West Springfield to Westfield but I could not
believe what I saw as I got close to the cemetery. Exit 4 in each
direction along the Mass Pike was blocked for the funeral procession and it seem the line waiting to get off the highway was a half
mile long. The trucks along the road and the hundreds of DPW
and the Longmeadow DPW and public officials will never forget
the tribute. I know I never will.
“Cowlsie” was simply in the wrong place at the wrong time when
his truck was hit by an AMTRAK train last week during the blizzard. He was forced to back over the tracks because there was a
car stuck on the other side. He and I had our share of disagreements over the years but I knew his heart was always in the right
place. Warren would have been duly impressed with todays
turnout.
Keep up the good work and retire as soon as you can. You never
know what tomorrow may bring or if there will be a tomorrow.
Thank you again and may God shine his blessings on each and
every one of you.
Mike Wrabel
Retired Director of the Longmeadow DPWr
Former NEC/EC Board Member

Public Works Makes It Happen
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Meet a Member
Each issue of the Chapter Chatter will introduce you to a fellow chapter member. This issue we got to
know a little bit more about Stephen Mattscheck, the Public Works Director in Exeter, Rhode Island. You
could be next!
NAME: Stephen Mattscheck
OCCUPATION: Director of Public Works, Town of
Exeter, RI
RIGHT NOW I’M IN THE MIDDLE OF: Budgets and
spring cleaning - road sweeping, catch basin cleaning
and inspection
BORN, RAISED, AND GREW UP IN: The one and only
Town of Exeter, RI
FAVORITE WAY TO SPEND MY TIME: Long motorcycle
rides
PROUDEST ACCOMPLISHMENT: My son, Stephen,
my daughter, Brenna, and my beautiful wife, Jessie.
Professionally, it was saving the Town approximately
$3 million dollars on a landfill cover project completed by in-house staff.
I’D LIKE TO BE REMEMBERED FOR: My staff knows the answer to this... all the money that we, as a team,
save the taxpayers.
TOP OF MY BUCKET LIST: Trip to Europe
WHAT I WANTED TO BE WHEN I GREW UP: Heavy Equipment Operator like my father
PERSON OR EXPERIENCE THAT HAS INFLUENCED ME THE MOST: Person would be my father and many
local farmers here in Exeter. As for experience, the large projects I was a part of being a combat support
engineer in the US Army.
FAVORITE MOVIE: The Hunt for Red October
FAVORITE PET: My dogs Tucker and Kodi
FAVORITE COMFORT FOOD: A medium-rare 20 oz. porterhouse
AMOUNT OF TIME I SPEND ON FACEBOOK: 20 minutes
MY FAVORITE THING ABOUT NEW ENGLAND: Hands down, the food (all types, including the lobster) we
have here in New England is top-shelf, compared to other parts of the country.
BEST ADVICE I EVER RECEIVED: Not to take public comments to heart.
Side note from Steve: Don’t forget to check out the Ocean State Construction and Equipment Show (page 15).

www.newengland.apwa.net
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NE Public Works Expo
The 38th Annual New England Public Works Expo, sponsored
by the Massachusetts Highway Association will be held
on September 20 and 21 at the Boxboro Regency Hotel &
Conference Center (formerly Holiday Inn Boxboro).
The planning and vendor sign up is in full swing. Over 150
vendors are expected to showcase their equipment, products
and services. Attendees can enjoy complimentary admission,
BBQ and door prizes each day. There will also be educational
seminars and antique equipment displays.
Expo hours – Wednesday 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Expo hours – Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Save the Date: Ocean State Construction & Equipment Show

OCEAN STATE

Sponsored by

Construction & Equipment Show
ow

2017

Wednesday, May 31, 2017
Crowne Plaza, Warwick, R.I.
9:00 a.m - 5:00 p.m.
Central location
Combining 2 shows into 1
The latest in tools, equipment, materials & services
Seminars & demonstrations
Cash bar

The Ocean State Construction &
Equipment show is shaping up nicely.
There are over 90 Vendor spaces reserved,
all outside large & extra large spaces are
Sold-Out! Indoor and outside small spaces
are still available. There is a wide range
of Vendors, Engineering Services, Road
Improvement Services, Truck and Trailer
Companies, Equipment Companies, Parts
Vendors, Chainsaw Vendors, Snow & Ice
Equipment, Oil & Chemical Companies
,and Metal Suppliers. There will be
Seminars and Demonstrations inside and
outside by Vendors, Highway Rehab, EJ
Prescott and The National Grids Live Wire
Demonstration. Expected attendance
is 1000 to 1500 Public sector & Private
contractors.

Event will take place outside in the parking lot and in the
grand ballroom. Complimentary lunch will be served.
This event is not just for Public Works. School
Maintenance, Engineering, Water, Sewer, Airport, etc. are
all encouraged to attend.

www.RIPWA.org
Public Works Makes It Happen
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For more information, visit
www.RIPWA.org

New England Chapter APWA
894 Pleasant Street
East Weymouth, MA 02189

First Time
Member
SPECIAL OFFER
Only $95

Tell a
friend!

Find us online to get event updates
and information!
@neapwa
facebook.com/NEAPWA
New England APWA
Check out page 3 to see how you can
spread the word!

www.newengland.apwa.net

