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2019 Calendar of Events
“In every corner of our Chapter,
there’s a lot of interest and effort
being put in to promoting a greater
awareness of the contributions of
the Public Works profession among
the residents that we serve as well
as our elected officials.”

President’s Message

I

t seems like it was just yesterday
that a cross section of our membership met in Boston to celebrate the
holiday season and the many accomplishments of the Chapter in 2018 under the leadership of President Westerling. As I sit here on an early March
afternoon, the weatherman promises
the beginning of spring is around the
corner, which has me looking forward
to many events in the coming year.
The Chapter has been hard at work
already this year. For instance, the
Awards Committee has coordinated
the preparation of 21 Chapter submissions for national APWA project and
professional awards. The Public Works
Awareness Committee has begun to
plan a variety of programs to highlight
the contributions of our profession.
In addition, our event committees are
well on their way to planning and organizing another year of great educational and networking events.
We kicked off our annual events with
the Spring Conference at Rentschler
Field in East Hartford, Connecticut on
April 17th. That educational event will
be followed by the National Public
Works Week Luncheon on May 22nd
at the Venezia Restaurant in Dorchester, Massachusetts which is typically
our most well attended event each
year. In June, the Chapter will be returning to the Red Jacket in Yarmouth,
Massachusetts for the Summer Con-

ference. Additional educational and
networking opportunities will follow
later in the year, including the Public
Works Expo (PWX) that will take
place in Seattle in September.
In every corner of our Chapter, there’s
a lot of interest and effort being put in
to promoting a greater awareness of
the contributions of the Public Works
profession among the residents that we
serve as well as our elected officials.
Examples include the Fill-a-Truck
program that will take place again this
year during National Public Works
week, May 19 – 25th. The purpose
of this annual food drive is to collect
food and household provisions for
local community food banks and raise
awareness of Public Works operations.
An event planning guide is available
on the Chapter website, as well as a
form that can be used to sign up to
participate.
Several of our members are actively
working toward gaining official recognition of Public Works staff as first
responders at the state level. Thanks
to Lisa Schaeffler from Williston,
Vermont, for identifying the fact that
the Homeland Security Presidential
Directive HSPD-8 explicitly includes
Public Works in the definition of a first
responder. (See fas.org/irp/offdocs/
nspd/hspd-8.html.) There are some
very real potential benefits of gaining
official first responder recognition,
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such as survivor benefits for the family
of anyone who is killed on duty, and
other possible financial benefits – not
to mention a greater appreciation of
the contributions to the health, safety,
and welfare that Public Works provides to our communities daily.
I would be remiss if I didn’t thank our
Chapter sponsors for their financial
support and their dedication to the
Chapter’s members. Finally, I want
to recognize and thank the members
of our Chapter committees for their
passion and the time they volunteer to
plan and deliver our educational sessions, and to advocate for the Public
Works profession. We have several
new committee members this year,
bringing fresh ideas and energy to the
Chapter.
I’m looking forward to seeing each of
you at our events this year. Here’s to a
safe and productive 2019!

Gordon Daring, PE
2019 Chapter President

May 15

EC Board Meeting

May 19 - 25

National Public Works Week (NPWW)

May 22

NPWW Luncheon

Venezia Restaurant, Dorchester, MA

June 12-14

Summer Conference

Red Jacket, South Yarmouth, MA

June 14

EC Board Meeting

Red Jacket, South Yarmouth, MA

O’Connor’s Restaurant, Worcester, MA

July 17

EC Board Meeting

TBD

August 21

EC Board Meeting

TBD

September 8-11 PWX

Seattle, WA

September 10

EC Board Meeting

Seattle, WA

October 9

Fall/Snow & Ice

Boxborough Regency Hotel, Boxborough, MA

October 9

EC Board Meeting

Boxborough Regency Hotel, Boxborough, MA

November 20

EC Board Meeting

O’Connor’s Restaurant, Worcester, MA

December 7

EC/Holiday Board Meeting

TBD

Also available on the Chapter’s Web Page: newengland.apwa.net or
APWA’s Web Page: apwa.net
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Community Spotlight

South Winsor, CT
Town Launches Network to
Share Information with Other
Municipalities

Exeter, RI
DPW Utilizes Recycled
Shingles to Stabilize
New London Turnpike

Fairfield, CT
Scott Bartlett & Dan
Patenaude Attend
New Zealand Conference

Williston, VT
Municipal Incentives
and Support for Private
Stormwater Updates

Concord, NH
New Hampshire Public Works
Memorial - Honoring the
Ultimate Sacrifice

Clay Major, Facilities Manager for
the Town of South Windsor Public
Buildings Division recently started a
series of quarterly roundtable meetings
to share information and network with
municipal facilities professionals and
peers throughout the Connecticut area.
This is believed to be the first of a kind
in Connecticut. A facilities listserv
(Ctfacilities-L@listserv.uconn.
edu) was created shortly thereafter to
provide a way to pose questions; and
forward materials and information on
new regulations, resources, and training as well as upcoming events for the
facilities management community. To
date, guest presenters from OSHA
and the ADA Coalition of Connecticut
have attended and provided excellent information and resources for the
participating municipalities.

The Exeter, Rhode Island, Department of Public Roads recently applied
recycled asphalt shingles (RAS) to the
gravel surface of a portion of historic
New London Turnpike, as part of a
series of experiments to determine
the most economical way to preserve
the Town’s numerous gravel roads. A
significant stretch of the Turnpike in
Exeter is among the 20 miles of gravel
roads serving this community located
in the south-central part of Rhode
Island. These gravel roads require
frequent dressing-up by the DPW’s
staff of 18, according to Director Steve
Mattscheck. A 35-year veteran of the
Town’s DPW and its predecessor, the
Highway Department, Mattscheck
is collaborating with R. Paul Montenegro, Providence-based consultant,
to find a cost-effective process to
stabilize gravel roads. A specialist in
pavement preservation and recycling,
Montenegro is guiding the department
through several trials to perfect the
application of RAS in its maintenance
protocol. The centuries-old New London Turnpike is the Town’s first gravel
road to undergo an RAS trial.

“What happens in Vegas… stays in
Vegas”… This saying was proven
wrong when Scott Bartlett, Superintendent of Public Works for Fairfield,
Connecticut, and Dan Patenaude, Sales
and Marketing Manager at indus, were
invited to speak at the New Zealand
Institute of Highway Technology’s
19th annual conference following their
presentation at the 2018 International
Slurry Surfacing Association (ISSA)
Annual Meeting in Las Vegas. Their
pavement preservation success story
earned Fairfield an award in 2017 for
Excellence in Pavement Preservation
for North America from ISSA. While
in New Zealand, Bartlett and Patenaude met with pavement managers
at both the New Zealand Transport
Agency headquarters and the Auckland Transport Agency. Bartlett and
the Town of Fairfield have become
regional, national and international
leaders in the pavement management
industry and have provided a model
example of how a sound pavement
preservation strategy can lead to both
better roads and financial savings.

Williston’s Stormwater Utility was created in 2014 as a method to generate
funds through an impervious fee that
provides local infrastructure needs and
meets the increasingly complex and
costly state/federal regulations. One
requirement is the creation of a Flow
Restoration Plan (FRP) for the stormwater impaired Allen Brook watershed.
Williston must implement BMPs that
minimize the impact to urbanized
areas on the brook within 20 years.
Improvements in the FRP include the
upgrade and retrofitting of permitted
private residential stormwater systems.
To stimulate improvements, Williston
agreed to assume responsibility for
these systems once they met current
standards. They created grant and loan
policies for financial assistance expediting these costly upgrades. Through
this program Williston has obtained
$690,000 in grants, loaned approximately $1.3 million, and brought 12 of
18 systems to substantial completion.
Although these policies were a considerable administrative and technical
effort, they have achieved immense
success in the implementation of these
improvements.

The work that Public Works professionals do is integral to the health,
safety, well-being, and economic vitality of the communities that they serve.
They are the first responders in severe
weather and other situations when
others are asked to stay at home. This
work typically goes unnoticed and can
be challenging and dangerous. This
call to duty has unfortunately resulted
in injuries, and in some cases, death.

newengland.apwa.net
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Several communities in New Hampshire have memorial plaques dedicated
to Public Works employees, however
the state didn’t. Following a fatal accident in 2005 when a 20-year New
London Public Works employee was
killed while filling pot holes, a group
began working with state legislators
to create a memorial. In 2009, Former
Governor John Lynch signed a bill that
created the framework and committee
for the memorial, which will be located
in front of the NHDOT Headquarters
in the state’s capital of Concord.
After reviewing a number of concepts through a design competition,
the committee selected Kelsie Lee, a
Public Works Makes It Happen
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graphic design major at Colby Sawyer
College in New London, New Hampshire. Lee had a very personal connection to the Public Works employee
killed in 2005, who was her friend and
also worked for her father, the Public
Works Director in New London. Her
design uses various materials to show
the diversity of public workers in
New Hampshire. Granite, a dependable, long-lasting material, represents
the men and women in Public Works.
Four boulder-like signs made of black
granite will be etched with the names
of the deceased. There will be four
gray granite benches and 24 shovels
that will be cut out of diamond plate
and steel. These weathered materials form a rust color that contrasts
against the black granite, representing
the resilience of men and women in
Public Works. The shovels represent
how they are on call 24/7 and the four
seasons they work in is reflected in the
four granite signs.
Native plants will be located throughout the memorial.
Approximately $80,000 is needed for
the construction and maintenance of
the memorial. Over $40,000 has been
raised through in-kind donations from
the private sector and assistance from
municipalities within the state. Construction began in the spring of 2018
and is expected to be completed by
June 2019. Volunteers, contractors,
and state and municipal employees are
performing the site work. For more information about the memorial, please
visit the website, which has a link to
a Go-Fund-Me page where donations
can be made at: nh.gov/dot/org/operations/highwaymaintenance/
memorial.html.

APWA New England Chapter

Wedding Ring
Rescue

Spring/Summer 2019

“He tried to get it out with a stick and
it went into the water,” Mikkelson
said. “I was nervous because I was
like—I could buy another ring, but it’s
not going to be the first ring.”

Story from NBC Connecticut
When a man accidentally dropped
his wedding ring down a storm drain
in South Windsor, Connecticut, he
thought he’d never see it again.
Married couple Kayla Mikkelson
and Jose Encarnacion said they were
walking along Deming Street in South
Windsor outside the daycare where
they work last Friday, when all of a
sudden Encarnacion’s wedding ring
slipped off his finger.
“His ring is too loose because I bought
a size too big,” Mikkelson said.
“I thought she was going to kill me,”
said Encarnacion.
It fell into a catch basin and they did
what they could to pull it out on their
own, but it was too tough.

Vincent Stetson, Superintendent,
Street Services. “They brought some
pumps out.”
They used a special technique to suck
out the water.
“We have a bunch of pumps here that
could have very easily sucked everything up and broken the ring, but they
used a little puddle pump and took
their time,” Stetson said.
After an hour and half, the drain was
dry, and the ring was found.
A symbol of their love that was almost
lost. Now it’s one they said they’ll
cherish more than ever.

They called police for help, who
connected them to the town’s Public
Works Department. A crew came out
right away.
“We shifted some guys around,” said

newengland.apwa.net
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Donald C. Stone Award for Excellence in
Education (Individual)
Christopher Ahmadjian, PE – Associate Director
UMass Transportation Center, Amherst, MA
Exceptional Performance Award – Adversity
Christopher Cronin, Carlos Jaquez, Jim Stanford
Gas Line Explosion in Andover, Lawrence, and
North Andover, MA

Exceptional Performance Award –
Sustainability
Climate Resilient Design Standards
and Guidelines
Department of Public Works, Boston, MA
Management Innovation Award
MaPIT Project Intake Tool
MassDOT

Are you making the most of your
NEAPWA membership?
Individual vs. Group Membership

It’s easy to consolidate multiple individual memberships
into a group membership to save time
and money. Public
agency groups can
save up to $40/member! Cost savings are
dependent on membership type and group size. Contact
national for options.
Not a member or trying to recruit a
friend? Take advantage of this offer!
1st Time Member Special Offer:
$99 USD for your first year
Get your first year of individual membership at half price! Any employee
or official of a governmental agency,
manufacturer/supplier, contractor,
or consulting firm who is actively

APWA’s National Awards Program recognizes outstanding individuals, groups, and Chapters representing the best in
the Public Works profession. Hundreds of submissions from throughout the United States and Canada are evaluated in
over 25 categories. For 2019, the New England Chapter supported the nominations for 21 National Awards. The 2019
New England Chapter National Award nominees are:

Exceptional Performance Award – Journalism
“Don’t Crowd the Plow” Video
VTrans

Membership Corner
There are two types of memberships
in APWA – Individual or Group.
Individual membership is available to
any official or employee of a governmental agency, manufacturer, supplier,
contractor, or consulting firm who is
actively engaged in the field of public
works. There are four types of individual memberships: Individual, Student
Individual, Retired Individual, and
Life Individual.
There are four types of group memberships: Student Group, Public Agency
Group, One-Call Center/System
Group, and Corporate Group. The
group will receive one consolidated
renewal notice with a member roster
attached. Groups may add or drop
members from the roster throughout
the year, if necessary (does not apply
to Student Groups) and there is no
maximum group roster size.

New England Chapter Nominates 21
for National Awards

Professional Manager of the Year Award –
Public Fleet
Mark Fontaine – Fleet Supervisor
Department of Public Works, Hartford, CT
Professional Manager of the Year Award –
Public ROW
John DeLeire – Director of ROW Bureau
MassDOT

engaged in the field of public works
and has not previously been an APWA
national association member is eligible
for the First-Time Member Special
Offer. The special offer is also available for adding first-time members to
your existing group’s roster or starting
a new group membership.
If you have any questions, please contact the National membership team at
800-848-2792 or
memberservices@apwa.net.

Professional Manager of the Year Award –
Transportation
Patricia Leavenworth, PE – Deputy Highway
Administrator/Chief Engineer
MassDOT
Professional Manager of the Year Award –
Water Resources
Philip Guerin – Director of Water & Sewer
Operations
Department of Public Works and Parks,
Worcester, MA
Harry S. Swearingen Award (Individual)
for Excellence in Chapter Service
Richard Merson – Director
Department of Public Works, Needham, MA

Top Ten Public Works Leader
Kurt Blomquist, PE – Director
Department of Public Works, Keene, NH
Distinguished Service to Public Works
Richard J. Benevento – President
WorldTech Engineering
National Delegate to the Council of Chapters

Public Works Projects of the Year
Small Cities/Rural Communities –
Historical Restoration/Preservation
Fuller Brook Park Preservation
Primary Agency – Town of Wellesley, MA
Primary Contractor – R. Bates & Sons
Primary Consultant – BETA Group
Small Cities/Rural Communities –
Transportation
Water Street Prominade
Primary Agency – Town of Plymouth, MA
Primary Contractor – P. A. Landers
Primary Consultant – BETA Group
Disaster Emergency Construction/Repair –
Less than $5 Million
Communities in Crisis Merrimac Valley Gas
Explosions Rock Regional Infrastructure
Primary Agency – Town of Andover and
North Andover, and City of Lawrence, MA
Primary Consultant – Environmental
Partners Group
Environment – Less than $5 Million
Elliot Street Bridge Rehabilitation
Primary Agency – Town of Needham and
City of Newton, MA
Primary Contractor – Aetna Bridge Company
Primary Consultant – BETA Group
Historical Restoration/Preservation –
greater than $75 Million
Longfellow Bridge Rehabilitation Design-Build
Primary Agency – MassDOT
Primary Contractor – J.F. White Contracting/
Skanska/Consigli Construction, JV
Primary Consultant – STV

Public Works Makes It Happen
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Transportation – Less than $5 Million
Pleasant Street Bridge Restoration
Primary Agency – Town Natick, MA
Primary Contractor – Larusso Corporation
Primary Consultant – Greenman-Pedersen, Inc.
Transportation – $5 Million,
but less than $25 Million
Bushnell Park North Road Diet
Primary Agency – City of Hartford, CT
Primary Contractor – B&W Paving and
Landscaping
Primary Consultant – BETA Group
Transportation – $5 Million,
but less than $25 Million
Cape Cod Rail Trail Extension
Primary Agency – Towns of Yarmouth
and Dennis, MA
Primary Contractor – MAS Building & Bridge
Primary Consultant – VHB
Transportation – Greater than $75 Million
Whittier Bridge/I-95 Improvement
Design-Build
Primary Agency – MassDOT
Primary Contractor – Walsh/McCourt, JV
Primary Consultant – HNTB
Each award winner will be recognized for their
achievements at the APWA annual Awards
Recognition Ceremony at APWA’s 2019 Public
Works Expo in Seattle, Washington on Monday,
September 9, 2019 at the Washington State
Convention Center. As part of an ongoing
New England Chapter tradition, the Chapter
will also be recognizing our National Award
winners at the National Public Works Week
luncheon on May 22, 2019.
The New England Chapter would like to
congratulate all the award nominees on their
accomplishments and a well-deserved honor.

APWA New England Chapter

Spring/Summer 2019

Honoring Our Fallen Comrades

Word Search

Find these 15 words related to Public Works:
Daring
Stinson
Seattle
Venezia
Wastewater

Recycling
Pavement
Cemetery
Operations
Safety

The NEAPWA community is sadly mourning the loss of
two Public Works Department employees from Westerly, Rhode Island.

Forestry
Water
Infrastructure
Director
Responder
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PWX History

Match the location of the annual PWX Convention
with the year it took place. Answers are listed on
page 13.
1. Atlanta, Georgia
2. Boston, Massachusetts
3. Chicago, Illinois
4. Las Vegas, Nevada
5. Louisville, Kentucky
6. Minneapolis, Minnesota
7. New Orleans, Louisiana
8. Orlando, Florida
9. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
10. Toronto, Ontario, Canada

1998
2000
2001
2004
2005
2008
2010
2013
2014
2017

Angelo Turano, age 53, of Westerly, was fatally injured
while on the job Wednesday, December 19, 2018. Turano began working at the Westerly DPW 22 years ago
as a truck driver and had been the chief mechanic for
10 years. He is survived by his wife and three children.
Turano was known for his kind heart and ability to see
the good in people.

Snow Plow Roadeo
Goes West

The New England Chapter was well represented at the
2018 National Snow Plow Roadeo held in Loveland,
Colorado. The annual event is attended by snow plow
operators from Public Works departments across the
United States. The Chapter representative from the City
of Nashua, New Hampshire participated in the Snow
Plow Roadeo and Wheel Loader Competitions. Several
Chapter members, who attended the conference, earned
a National Snow and Ice Winter Maintenance Certificate.
From Rhode Island, the Towns of Portsmouth and Exeter,
and the City of Providence; and the Towns of Milford,
Granby, Otis, and Becket, Massachusetts all participated
and represented the New
England Chapter and
Region. The team from
Bloomfield, Connecticut, Michael Deegan and
Adam O’Neil, the Reigning 2018 New England
Chapter Snow Plow
Roadeo Champions, will Tim Ledogar and Steve Mattscheck
addressing our chapter’s contestants
represent the Chapter at
at the Fall/Snow & Ice Conference in
the 2019 National Snow Boxborough, MA
Plow Roadeo/Conference
that will be held on September 25th – 28th, 2019.

newengland.apwa.net
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National Snow Plow Roadeo Results:
Neal Belliveau and Joel Kosegarten
Portsmouth, Rhode Island
4th Overall
James Charzenski and Chris Butler
Milford, Massachusetts
10th Overall
National Wheel Loader Results:
Anthony Cipriano
Providence, Rhode Island
8th Overall

Richard Macensky, age 64, of Westerly, passed away
suddenly while on the job Monday, January 7, 2019.
Macesnky worked for the Town of Westerly for more
than 25 years. He is survived by his mother and two
daughters. Macensky was an avid New York Jets fan
and enjoyed cooking excessive amounts of food for his
friends and family.

Educational Program Lineup

New England Chapter – APWA 2019 Education Committee Presentation Selections

Meeting

Rentschler Field
East Hartford, CT

Presentation Name

Speaker 	
SPRING CONFERENCE – 4/17/2019
Think Blue
Kerry Reed
Bridge Management
Bill Krukowski, Jody Trunfio
Greater New Haven Bioswales
Erik Mas, Doug Brisee
Stamford Car Sick
Garrett Bolella, Ted DeSantos
Stormwater Utilities
Eric Kelley, Natalie Pommersheim
Wetlands Maintenance
Marta Nover

SUMMER CONFERENCE – 6/13/2019
Demystifying Project Development
Paul Starratt, Jon Rockwell
New England LTAPs
Donna Shea
PW Awareness
Mike Gatnick
Boston Resilience Guidelines
Katie Choe, Julie Eaton
Climate Assessment
Diane Mas
Red Jacket Resort
BMP Prioritization Tool
Diane Mas
South Yarmouth, MA
Newtonville Walnut Street
Jim McGonagle, Jason Sobel,
		
Jim Fitzgerald
Meriden eConstruction Software
Howard Weissberg, Gordon Daring
Cape Cod Rail Trail
Dan Driscoll, Steve Rhodes
Traffic Engineering is Vision Zero
Jason DeGray, Erica Guidoboni
Needham Stormwater
Tony Del Gaizo, Bob Mackie

Boxborough
Regency Hotel
Boxborough, MA

Repairing Asphault
Alternative Storage Structures
Asset Management
Winter Storm Riley

FALL CONFERENCE – 10/16/2019
Annie Kelly
Dara Olson
David Hurst
David Field

Public Works Makes It Happen
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Affiliation			
Framingham, MA
Spencer, MA/TEC
Fuss & O’Neil
Stamford, CT/Fuss & O’Neil
Environmental Partners Group
BETA

Westford, MA/TEC
Uconn
S. Windsor, CT
Boston, MA/Weston & Sampson
Fuss & O’Neil
Fuss & O’Neil
Newton, MA/
Environmental Partners Group
Meriden, CT/VHB
Massachusetts DCR/VHB
Toole Design Group
Needham, MA/BETA

Aquaphalt
ESAPCO
VHB
Easton, MA

APWA New England Chapter

“There was only one
way this was going to be
successful –We had to be
focused on our goal of
getting the residents’ lives
back to normal. We met
daily and worked handin-hand with not only our
sister communities but
also with the NiSource
team. We recognized that
everyone had something to
contribute, we trusted each
other and kept the lines of
communication open. We
encouraged and assisted
each other in solving not
only our own problems,
but all problems, and we
worked as a team. We
became friends and we
wouldn’t let the others on
our team fail.”
– Chris Cronin,
Andover Director of Public Works

Former DPW Director, Bruce Thibodeau
(left), listens to concerns over street and
sidewalk reconstruction efforts from North
Andover DPW Director Jim Stanford (center)
and Andover DPW Director Chris Cronin.

Spring/Summer 2019
A woman walks a child across the
street as construction crews continue
to work in a densely populated
residental street in Lawrence, Mass.

Communities in Crisis –
Public Works Responds
Merrimack Valley Gas Explosions Rock
Regional Infrastructure.

I

t was news that instantly spread
across the country – Explosions
throughout the Merrimack Valley
region of Massachusetts.
Homes and businesses engulfed in
flames.
An 18 year old man killed. Multiple
injuries.
The catastrophe hit hard and fast.
Starting at approximately 4:15 p.m.
that afternoon, emergency calls rapidly came in with claims of smoke,
fires, and explosions across Andover,
Lawrence, and North Andover, Massachusetts.
While emergency responders were
inundated with chaos and calls, and
out of necessity, strategically allocating their equipment and crews while
prioritizing crises, it quickly became
clear that there was something very
big and very dangerous happening.
As emergency responders and government officials gathered information to
identify the cause of the events, initial
fears and concerns included an act of
terrorism. However, they soon understood that the catastrophes sweeping
newengland.apwa.net
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through the three communities were
natural gas related; specifically, the
effects of overpressurization in large
sections of Columbia Gas’s lowpressure distribution system. State and
municipal leaders and officials began
to investigate with Columbia Gas
representatives.
To make matters worse, and at the
insistence of Columbia Gas, Lawrence
Mayor Dan Rivera issued an evacuation order just before dark for the
south side of the City of Lawrence.
The evacuation order created an immediate need for equipment, such as
sign boards, barricades, and light towers that were obtained through mutual
aid coordinated by Carlos L. Jaquez,
PE, Director of Public Works.
Overall, there were 80 dwelling fires,
many injuries, one fatality, and over
8,000 residents without gas services.
After a few days’ time, once the
danger of the gas leaks had passed
and power was restored to the affected
areas, the focus turned immediately to
a large-scale and expedited construction management effort while Columbia Gas worked to restore natural gas
services over the next several months.

Faced with the immense recovery as
over 200 Columbia Gas construction
crews from across the country were
deployed to tear up over 60 miles of
gas lines in major residential and commercial zones, the three municipalities collectively hired Environmental
Partners (EP) as Owner’s Project
Manager (OPM) to oversee construction progress and support them
with coordination, communication,
documentation, and safeguarding their
vital infrastructure systems, including
water, sewer, stormwater, roads, and
sidewalks. These efforts ensured that
recovery was done quickly, safely, and
in a way that caused the least amount
of short and long-term impact to the
municipalities and their residents.

Lawrence Director of Public Works, Carlos Jaquez in discussion with city engineer, Milagros Puello,
as they view a map to pinpoint where crews will be concentrated that day.

With so many construction crews
mobilized at once to engage in reconstruction efforts, utilization of
innovative strategies and technologies were imperative. Top-of-the-line
technology was deployed to field team
members and senior program managers, enabling them to compile all
relevant GIS mapping and asset layers,
document daily activities and areas of
concern, and communicate progress
with all parties in real time.
A high level of cooperation and communication between the three Public
Works Directors, other municipal Departments, and EP was crucial to the
success of working with the gas company during what easily could have
been a tumultuous restoration process.

Particular emphasis was placed on
keeping all municipalities up to date
throughout each day, continuously
refreshing the database and flagging
locations where public works assets
were being impacted.
The most common threat to the
municipal infrastructure was that gas
repair crews were likely to encounter
water and sewer services, some of
which were unmapped in multiple
areas. Continuous communication
ensured that any and all damage to
services, pipelines, and property were
accurately and thoroughly documented
and repaired. Ultimately, this communication helped the three municipalities minimize obstacles and avoid
complications to allow the construction crews to work as quickly as pos-

EP team members Paul Millett and Wes
Stinson (left) hold their daily 9 a.m. briefing
with Directors of Public Works for each
municipality, select DPW staff, and Columbia
Gas executives and representatives.

Map of where fires broke out in all three
communities.
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sible and therefore return residents to
their homes. This strategy also allowed
community leaders to provide accurate
information to the public as needed,
and very often in real time.
Andover, Lawrence, and North Andover staff were faced with an unprecedented disaster. Their willingness
and ability to work together so openly
and seamlessly to manage a construction effort of this scale, with the help
and support of emergency responders
and government agencies, led to the
successful management of the replacement and retesting of 57 miles of gas
pipeline in 5.5 weeks, ensuring that
the 5,000+ households could return to
some form of normalcy and have gas
services again.
With the goal of protecting the municipalities, including the Public Works
Departments, and reducing frustration,
stress, and emotions resulting from
this added and unforeseen responsibility, The team’s efforts ensured continued unity and optimum long-term
recovery results throughout the region.
The three Public Works Directors now
share emergency response lessons
learned with their peers. They are now
beginning to review possible changes
to their operations that can increase
resiliency and better prepare their
communities to deal with such extraordinary circumstances. 
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Contributor News
Weston & Sampson,
a multidisciplinary
engineering,
consulting,
construction,
operations, and
maintenance firm
with more than
575 employees,
is celebrating new leadership. Effective
January 2019, Barbara Cook, PE, is
President and Chief Operating Officer of
Weston & Sampson Engineers, Inc. In the
firm’s 120-year history, this is only the
7th transition in the role of President.
Past President, Michael Scipione, PE,
will remain in the role of Chief Executive
Officer.

On January 31,
2019, the Tolland
Middle School in
Tolland, Connecticut
hosted a STEMfems
event, coordinated
by the CT Women’s
Hall of Fame.
With so much
research pointing to the low numbers of
women pursuing Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM) related
majors and careers, and that girls’
interests in STEM subjects begin to drop
significantly in middle school, this was a
perfect opportunity to expose students to
female mentors in these fields.

Cook has been with Weston & Sampson
since 1983 and guided the success of
the firm’s Water Practice. In 2016, she
was promoted to Chief Operating Officer.
In her new role as President, Cook will
continue to support an accessible and
hands-on approach to projects while
fostering Weston & Sampson’s tradition
of prompt client service. Cook is active
in numerous national and regional
professional organizations, including
NEWWA, where she is currently the
President-Elect.

Fuss & O’Neill sent two engineers to lead
a hands-on activity: Brianna Church, EIT,
and Rachel Schnabel, PE. They taught
the students about green infrastructure
and its role filtering stormwater, and
then worked with the students to create
filtration systems using a variety of
materials. All materials were assigned
both a “green value” (how good or bad
it was for the environment) and cost.
Working within a set budget, students
were challenged to create the most costeffective, environmentally-friendly, and
functional filtration system.

Scipione has served as the firm’s CEO
since 2005. He will continue to promote
Weston & Sampson’s commitment
to providing viable infrastructure
improvements to clients while sustaining
the natural environment.

After the event, two students were
featured as guest blog authors. They
shared some amazingly insightful
perspectives. To learn how these types of
events can truly have an impact on young
lives, please visit us online.

BETA Group, Inc., a
leading New England
engineering,
planning, and
landscape
architecture firm, is
excited to announce
the relocation
of its corporate
headquarters to 701 George Washington
Highway in Lincoln, Rhode Island.
“This is a very exciting time for BETA and
all of our employee owners. After steady
growth over recent years, it was time
to find a larger, more functional work
space for our corporate headquarters”
said President and CEO Frank Romeo.
“We were very fortunate to find exactly
what we needed right here in Lincoln.
With nearly 30,000 sf of renovated space,
we have provided our employees with a
magnificent work environment with room
for continued growth.”
With two stories and oversized windows
that offer sweeping views of the
Blackstone Valley, the team providing
architectural guidance suggested a
variety of contemporary workplace
amenities, resulting in a first-class working
environment for BETA staff. The new
location allows the firm to make a much
needed change without moving very far.
BETA’s presence in Lincoln has provided
close proximity to clients throughout the
state and greater region, as well as being a
central hub of corporate activity for BETA’s
five other New England-based offices.

What is your community doing for National Public Works Week?
May 19 – 25th
NEAPWA is proud to offer once again, “Fill a Public Works Truck.” This event is an
opportunity to give back to those in need by collecting food and household provisions
for you local food bank. Not only will you be giving back, but this will also help
raise awareness of public works and what we do for the community.

Keep an eye out for more info!
newengland.apwa.net
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Fangyun Xi, MSE,
joins WorldTech,
expanding their
traffic engineering
practice. Her
experience ranges
from field research,
design work, and
safety management
to surveys and traffic and roadway
data collection. She has knowledge
and experience completing vehicle and
parking studies, as well as traffic controls,
traffic studies and signalization. Xi is
proficient in AutoCAD, HydroCAD, VISSIM
traffic modeling and Synchro software.
Formerly with the City of Cambridge
Traffic, Parking and Transportation
Department, Xi was responsible for
developing and carrying out surveys and
street data collection, such as bicycle and
vehicle parking studies, speed studies, and
parking-trend studies. Xi also collected
field measurements; created GIS maps;
performed traffic studies; traffic control
modeling and signalization studies; as well
as roadway modeling and cross section
development. Xi has also worked on a
variety of projects as a civil designer,
including land grading, road design, and
soil-absorption systems. Xi prepared
environmental and local permitting
documents and well as construction
administration and inspection utilities.
Xi has an undergraduate degree in
Transportation Engineering and has
earned her Master of Science in Civil
Engineering from Northeastern University.

TEC, Inc., is
pleased to
announce its most
recent expansion
with the opening
of a Worcester,
Massachusetts
office located at
The Exchange
Building, 311 Main Street, 2nd Floor.
The office is now open to support the
company’s continued growth throughout
the New England region.
Kevin Dandrade, PE, PTOE, TEC partner
and Worcester Regional Director, stated,
“This new office will allow us to better
serve our existing clients in the Worcester
area and beyond, and seek new
opportunities for economic development
and infrastructure projects. We are
excited to bring our passion and culture
of customer service to the area and be
woven into the fabric of Worcester’s
continued renaissance as we expand our
team with local talent.”
TEC, Inc., was first established back in
2001 and has grown steadily over the
years. The new office location will allow
them to continue assisting the City of
Worcester and Madison Development
with the transportation infrastructure
for the new Worcester Red Sox ballpark.
The location will also allow the firm
to continue assisting many other
communities in the Worcester region.

On January 1, 2019
Indus launched
their new brand
and name:
indus, formerly
Sealcoating. The
name is a nod to
the innovation
of the people of
The Indus Valley Civilization – believed to
be the birthplace of street paving around
4000 BC. It reflects the firm’s innovative
approach and the second-to-none
experience they try to give their clients
every day. Why the change? Back in 1957,
the name Sealcoating, Inc. was a logical
choice; it reflected what they did. Over the
last 60+ years a lot has changed. As they
have grown, their products, services, and
brand has also expanded and no longer
was the name Sealcoating, Inc. an accurate
reflection of who they are or what they
do.
Though their name is new, their services,
people, ethics and commitment to their
clients and partners remain the same. To
learn more about this exciting change,
please visit the firm’s website.

Answers to the PWX History Game on page 8:
1) 2004, 2) 2010, 3) 2013, 4) 1998, 5) 2000,
6) 2005, 7) 2008, 8) 2017, 9) 2001, 10) 2014

Welcome to the Spring/Summer issue of the Chapter Chatter,
the first issue produced by this Newsletter Team.
Please submit story ideas, articles, or topics of interest to: Mike Myers, Editor-in-Chief, mmyers@theengineeringcorp.com
or Claire Moss, Assistant Editor, cmoss@wakefield.ma.us.

We hope you enjoy the new look. – Mike and Claire
The Newsletter Team
Ken Eulie
Megan Fleming
Kristen Kelley
Tony Garro
Aimee Couture
keulie@theengineeringcorp.com mfleming@theengineeringcorp.com kkelley@theengineeringcorp.com TGarro@BETA-Inc.com ACouture@BETA-Inc.com
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Contributor News (continued)

Spring Conference
Thank you to all who attended this exciting
and educational NEAPWA event at one of
New England’s premiere venues.

Tighe & Bond
kicked off the
new year with a
new President
and CEO. Robert
Belitz assumed
the firm’s top
leadership position
on January 1,
becoming Tighe & Bond’s ninth leader in
its 108-year history.
Belitz, who has more than 25 years of
experience in the industry, joined Tighe
& Bond more than four years ago as the
firm’s CFO. He succeeds former President
and CEO, David Pinsky, who retired from
the position at the close of 2018 after
serving in the position for 13 years and
being with the firm for 31 years.
“It is an honor to become Tighe & Bond’s
President and CEO at this auspicious time.
Dave’s leadership and vision have been
instrumental in guiding Tighe & Bond to
where it is today - with record growth,
a strong culture, robust and broad
employee ownership, and superb staff all
supporting our strategic vision. My focus
will be on helping Tighe & Bond continue
to develop and execute strategies for
our growth and success throughout the
northeast, as well as helping our clients
achieve their goals,” said Belitz.

Felix A. Marino
Company, Inc.
(FAMCO) announced
the retirement of
Peter Marino this
past season after a
lifelong commitment
to the family
business. Marino
will be enjoying his time off ripping
up golf courses and consulting to local
communities, offering his vast industry
knowledge. We wish Marino all the best.
FAMCO has introduced Jim Henebury as
their new Director of Operations and Sales
to help reorganize the business and to
redevelop the leadership of the company
for the future. Henebury, a Worceser
Polytechnic Institute civil engineer, brings
over 25 years of diverse experience
from the engineering and construction
industry. His experience includes working
throughout the New England and North
Atlantic Region as a professional civil
engineer, site work and environmental
contractor, and more recently operating
and leading a small, heavy civil and inland
marine contracting business. Henebury’s
leadership and integrity is a strong
fit to revamp FAMCO’s business and
expertise in the comprehensive pavement
maintenance field.
FAMCO has also recently hired Bob Jerszyk
as a Regional Consultant for Central
and Western Massachusetts. Jerszyk, a
native Worcester resident, brings over
a decade of sales experience within
the industry, dealing with contractors
and municipalities throughout the
Commonwealth.

newengland.apwa.net
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Environmental Partners (EP) is pleased
to welcome both Chuck Adelsberger,
PE, BCEE, and Jane Davis, PE, ENV SP.
Adelsberger is a Senior Project Manager
bringing over three decades of experience
in drinking water engineering across New
England. Davis is a Project Manager and
brings 15 years of experience in traffic and
transportation engineering to our team.
Adelsberger and Davis strengthen our
mission to continue providing our clients
with services and solutions of the highest
quality within the engineering profession.
EP could not be more pleased with them
joining our growing firm.

The New England Chapter’s
Spring Conference was held
on April 17, 2019 in East
Hartford Connecticut at the
Rentschler Field, home of
the UConn Huskies. This
year marked the third year
the event was held here.
Attendance to the conference again was excellent with
over 140 attendees and over 30 vendors/sponsors on hand
to provide new concepts and ideas to the public works
industry.
The conference held six informational and professional
sessions that also offered continuing CEUs as approved
by National APWA. On hand as our speaker was Tracy
Quintana, Accreditation Manger for the National APWA.

The trade show floor was active throughout the morning with
many conversations about various products and services.

Quintana spoke to the accreditation process and the
benefits a community would gain by doing so.
We have secured the “rent” for next year’s conference to
be held in April 2020 date TBD. The committee would like
to thank all who attended and to all of the sponsors who
continue to support the New England Chapter of
the APWA.

First Responders
Display New Flag
First Responders were honored on Monday, April 19, 2019
at the West Barnstable, MA fire station on Massachusetts
First Responders Appreciation Day.
The ceremony saw the unveiling of a new flag to honor
Public Works employees, officially listed by Presidential
Directive as First Responders for the critical public safety
work they do. Brand new First Responders flags were
hung on the Route 6 and Route 149 overpass, along with
the new Public Works First Responder Flags. This bridge
is officially named for First Responders of all disciplines
including Public Works.
“First Responder refers to individuals, who in the early
stages of an incident, are responsible for the protection,
and preservation of life, property, evidence and the environment”. Said State Rep. Randy Hunt (R-Sandwich).
“It’s so well deserved today that we’re going to take that
a step further and put their (Public Works) flag onto this
overpass to recognize those times when they are absolutely
called to help in times of disaster.”
David Johansen of Dennis DPW and Chip Barrett of Westford Highway spoke on behalf of NEAPWA and there were
several Towns and trucks present as well for this momentous occasion.

The First Responders event was well attended by many from our public
works family.

Flags displayed on the Route 149 overpass of Route 6 in
West Barnstable, Massachusetts.
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Full Circle

I

n 1982, Richard Stinson worked
as a young analyst in the Town of
Wakefield’s Municipal Gas & Light
Department when Dick Boutiette – the
longest serving Public Works Director
in the Town’s history – recruited him
to the Department of Public Works.
Looking back, it’s clear now how the
move set the stage for Stinson’s career
of excellence spanning two communities and three decades – a career honored with a Top Ten Leader in Public
Works recognition from the APWA in
2003. Perhaps just as importantly, the
decision to work with Boutiette would
also mark the start of a lengthy mentoring relationship that included regular
lunches even after Boutiette’s retirement in 1992 – and a friendship that
left an impact well beyond his professional career.
“It was the best thing I ever did,” Stinson said. “I think when it’s in a municipal environment, for a town, city, or
the state, public works is the best job
anyone could ever have. You do a lot
of different things, you build things, rebuild things, and make things better for
the future. And you are always helping
people, which only makes the job more
satisfying.”
Fast forward 30 years from that fateful
job change and it’s now Stinson who
is preparing to take leave from the
Wakefield DPW after 18 years as
Director – the second longest stint
in Town history, bested only by
Boutiette’s.

Wrapping up an illustrious career
where it began, Rick Stinson
repays years of mentoring.
And, not surprisingly, it’s Stinson who
is now mentor to many.
“The amount of times that I’ve been introduced to people in the Public Works
community and APWA and they have
mentioned being mentored by Rick, is
innumerable,” said Claire Moss, who
was hired in 2017 to be Wakefield’s
Stormwater Project Manager.
Moss herself has benefitted from
Stinson’s generosity and his belief that
employees should be allowed the opportunity to soar. “Rick took a chance
on me in every sense of the word,” she
said.
And she’s come to recognize that for
Stinson, the relationships he made
along the course of his career transcend his work life.
“I’ve watched Rick drop everything to
fly to Canada or drive to another state
to be with the family of an APWA
friend who has fallen ill. I can only
hope to create relationships within this
community in the way Rick has, to
mentor and be mentored, the way Rick
has.”
By the time you read this, Rick Stinson may be halfway around the world.
He and wife Jeanne plan a long-delayed weeks-long excursion that will
take them to Australia and across the
South Pacific by cruise ship back to
Hawaii.
But even though he’s just weeks from
the vacation of a lifetime and a few
short months from his official retirenewengland.apwa.net
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ment date at the end of June, Stinson
isn’t letting his foot off the gas. In fact,
he says he delayed any decision on his
future as long as possible.
“I felt if you make the decision, it is
human nature to take your foot off the
gas a little and I didn’t want that,” he
said.
Indeed, Stinson clearly has a full plate
even as his departure awaits. He hopes
to get at least a feasibility study for
possible upgrades to the DPW facility
approved and funded before he leaves.
The thick budget binder on a table in
his office shows he wants to leave the
department prepared for what comes
next.
Still, Stinson managed to find time
to sit down with the newsletter team
to discuss his career, the state of the
public works profession and the challenges that await it in the future. An
edited transcript of that conversation
follows.
  
NEAPWA: You say this is the best job
you could imagine. Did you decide
that along the course of your career or
did you know it right away?
Rick Stinson: I think I recognized it
immediately when I first came to work
for Dick Boutiette. He was very good
to me and would take me to lunch
to talk things through at least once a
week for as long as he was able even
after he retired. He always let you do
pretty much whatever you wanted; he

let you chart your own course. I try to
do that with people here now. Years
ago some directors might go to this
function or that function but didn’t
bring their team but that has changed.
There was a recent snow conference
in Connecticut and we had 13 people
who stayed overnight and attended
multiple days of workshops. There’s a
lot of value in keeping staff motivated
and excited about public works and
making the town better, it also makes
my job easier.
NEAPWA: What are some of the
things you are proudest of from your
time here in Wakefield?
RS: One of the things that really
makes me proud is during the difficult
financial times of the mid-2000s, being able to hold everything together as
you’re cutting back was very satisfying. It’s easy to take care of things
and do things when you have lots of
money. It’s much tougher when you
don’t. We had years when we had to
make cuts to our budget and capital
outlay, just knowing we were able to
hold everything together and maintain
a level service and even make some
improvements was very satisfying.
I’m also proud of the long-term projects we have done. We have rebuilt
all of the Town’s sewer stations, built
a brand new water treatment plant
and rebuilt the field house, track, and
tennis courts that I played on when
I was in high school. The other big
one that I take a lot of pride in is what
we’ve done to improve the environment. We moved to automated refuse
collection and single-stream recycling
and brought our refuse tonnage from
around 11,500 tons or maybe even
more in the 1980s down to around
7,200 tons. We have also done a lot as
a town on stormwater, including having a stormwater manager on staff. Not
many towns do that.
NEAPWA: What are some of the
major challenges you see facing the
public works profession in the future?
RS: Attracting qualified people is
really important. With all the licenses
and training you need now, it’s hard to
find that person. You have to be creative and have a plan for how you are

going to train them and
push them to get those
licenses that are hard to
attain.
In the future, work-life
balance is going to be
the most difficult thing
for someone in this
profession to handle
because we’re living in
the age of social media.
People post complaints
collaboration between the Town, the Interfaith food pantry,
online instead of calling The
and grocers successfully filled a Public Works truck in Spring 2017
you and are looking for with food and goods in an effort to combat local hunger.
response five minutes
the street flooded. We have spent a lot
after they post. You can’t meet that
kind of instant expectation. If you tried of energy making people aware that
we are there all the time. I like to tell
to do all those things that come up on
people that unlike any of the other
social media, the other things you’ve
town departments that are available
put budgets and plans together for
for you 24 hours a day, but you may
would have to be put aside.
never use at all, you use public works
from the moment you wake up in the
morning until the end of the day. You
use public works when you take a
shower, brush your teeth, cook; you
go out the door and walk on a public
sidewalk, drive on a road, sit under a
public shade tree. You are literally using public works 24 hours a day.
We have done a lot to increase awareness. We have put our equipment into
parades and if there is an event or
festival here in town, we always have
a booth set up. We also take part in
high school job shadow day program
where juniors can learn our profession
for a day.
And I think there’s been a change.
People recognize it now. When I go to
the Town Council or Finance Committee – where at one time they immediately would think to cut public works,
now they are very supportive of what
we are doing. I have always tried to
tell it like it is and they appreciate that.
We recently had a couple of our budgeted items increased by the Finance
NEAPWA: Have you seen a change
Committee at Town Meeting – which
in public awareness around the role
is something that never happens. They
of public works in communities and
want to see us succeed because they
how have you tried to advance those
understand that it’s better for everyone
efforts?
in the long run.
RS: Years ago, there simply was no
NEAPWA: What advice would you
awareness. People just wanted you to
give to a young person just starting
be there, they only cared about you
their career in public works?
when they had no water, no sewer or

...you use public works
from the moment you
wake up in the morning
until the end of the day.
You use public works
when you take a shower,
brush your teeth, cook;
you go out the door
and walk on a public
sidewalk, drive on a
road, sit under a public
shade tree. You are
literally using public
works 24 hours a day.
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RS: One, learn as much as you can
about all the different disciplines. Find
a good mentor that you can rely on
and learn from to help steer you in the
right direction to build your career.
And one of the biggest recommendations, if not the biggest, is to network.
Get out and meet a lot of people. Go
to events, not just to learn but also to
meet people. Networking opens up so
many doors that will help you in your
career and with your job performance.
NEAPWA: You obviously threw
yourself into the opportunities presented by the APWA. How did that begin
and evolve for you?
RS: Shortly after I got involved,
the Chapter was already working
on bringing the then-Public Works
Congress to Boston in 1992. It was
a huge undertaking and I was able to
get heavily involved in the project.
This provided me the opportunity to
make great acquaintances and meet
some of my closest friends, including
Tom Demaio of the Town of Brookline and Larry Bombara of the Town
of Uxbridge, both of whom I worked
with closely on the massive event.
After the 1992 Congress, the Chapter
recognized my commitment and asked
me and to join the chapter executive
board, along with Tom Demaio and
Don Dehart. Since that time I have
been fortunate to serve as the New
England Chapter President in 2001,
a delegate for eight or nine years and
serve on the National APWA Board as
the APWA Region 1 Director. Serving

Spring/Summer 2019

on the APWA national board was a lot
of fun but also a lot of hard work – it’s
different than anyone anticipates.
NEAPWA: Talk about the honor of
being named a Top Ten Leader in
Public Works.
RS: It’s very exciting to receive such
high recognition. It lets you know that
you have made a difference. Receiving
the award recognizes you throughout
the United States and Canada and the
recognition covers all public works
professionals, not just APWA members. That’s a really large group. I am
truly honored that my peers selected
me for such a high honor.
One of the great things about receiving
the award is that you get the opportunity to be appointed to the Top Ten selection committee. I tell everyone who
gets to serve on the committee that
you will review 45 to 50 applications
from across the USA and Canada and
when you see the accomplishments of
so many great people, you ask yourself, “how did they pick me the year I
was selected?” You look at these great
people and some of them don’t even
win, it really humbles you.
NEAPWA: What are your plans postretirement and will you stay involved
with the Chapter?
RS: I’ll end up doing something,
whether it be consulting or something
in public works or some other venture,
I’m not sure yet. I’ll think more about
the next opportunity when I get back
from my trip. I want to continue my

involvement with APWA, it is such a
great association. When asked, I will
be happy to assist the chapter so that
they can succeed. I know I used to get
a lot out of the past presidents and if
the new leaders have questions or are
looking for my insight, I’m happy to
provide my input. 

EDUCATION

Matthew J. Low, PE, Senior Vice

Wakefield Memorial High School, 1977
BBA - Business Administration, UMass Amherst,
1982
Certificate of Special Studies, Administration and
Management, Harvard, 1991

CAREER
DPW Director, Town of Wakefield, 2001-2019
Director of Operations, Town of Danvers,
1994-2001
Business Manager, Town of Wakefield DPW,
1988-1994
Analyst, Wakefield Municipal Gas & Light
Department, 1982-1988

APWA INVOLVEMENT
National Board of Directors, Region 1 Director,
2011-2017
National APWA Finance Committee, 2010,
2014-2017, Chair 2016
National Liaison to CPWA, 2015/2016
2010 APWA Boston Congress, Steering
Committee Chair, 2005-2010
APWA Governance Task Force, 2005
New England Chapter Board of Directors,
1993-2008
Chapter President, 2001
Top 10 Public Works Leaders Selection
Committee, 2005-2008

AWARDS
APWA Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year,
2003
APWA New England Chapter Member of the
Year, 2002
APWA New England Chapter, Distiguished
Service Award, 2011
Wakefield Memorial High School, Hall of Fame
Inductee for Government, 2013
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Matthew J. Low, PE named
the 2019 New Hampshire
Engineer of the Year.

Richard Stinson
at-a-glance

Chapter Delegate, 2002-2009

Rick Stinson alongside DPW and Great American Rain Barrel staff unload more than 300 barrels
for Wakefield’s 2017 Community Rain Barrel Program.

Meet a Member

Essex County Highway Association, Newton
“Newt” Sweet Achievement Award, 2010

Matthew is also a
founding member
of Jen’s Friends, a
non-profit, started
nearly 20 years ago
and has raised over
$3 million for cancer
patients...
...throughout his 27year career, he has
not only served as an
exceptional engineer
but also a trusted
advisor, dedicated
colleague, and all
around great person.

President of Hoyle, Tanner & Associates, Inc., has been selected by a jury
of his peers from New Hampshire’s
engineering societies as the 2019
New Hampshire Engineer of the Year.
Low is a New Hampshire native and
lifelong resident, and graduated with
his B.S. in Civil Engineering from the
University of New Hampshire in 1992.
He is a licensed professional engineer
in six states.
As a shareholder, member of the
Board of Directors, Senior Vice President and the Director of Engineering
Operations, Low is responsible for the
firm’s financial performance, strategic
growth, client interaction, standard
development, employee retention
and attraction, business development
and interaction between all technical
groups and executive support.
His technical expertise has centered
around simple to complex bridge designs, inspections, and ratings as well
as the management of larger multidisciplined transportation solutions
involving expertise in roadway, environmental, geotechnical, hydraulic,
public relations and historic/cultural
resources. Throughout his 27-year
career, he has not only served as an
exceptional engineer, but also a trusted
advisor, dedicated colleague, and all
around great person.
Low has demonstrated his commitment and dedication to the engineering profession through his years of
service to numerous committees and
boards of professional associations.
He is a current member of the Manchester Connects Steering CommitPublic Works Makes It Happen
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tee, Greater Manchester Chamber of
Commerce Infrastructure Committee,
and a Past-President of the Structural
Engineers of New Hampshire (SENH)
and the New Hampshire Society of
Professional Engineers (NHSPE). He
has accomplished what many aspire
to – both professionally and within his
community.
In addition to his service to the industry, Low has also held community
leadership positions including serving
on several advisory, educational and
youth sports boards, such as the UNH
Civil Engineering Advisory Board.
He is also a founding member of Jen’s
Friends, a non-profit, started nearly 20
years ago and has raised over $3 million for cancer patients.
Low resides in and is an active Manchester community member with his
wife Kimberly and two grown children, Ian and Aislinn. He has previously been honored as the New Hampshire Young Engineer of the Year in
2002 and as a member of the 2006 “40
under Forty” class by the New Hampshire Union Leader and Business and
Industry Association (BIA).
Being named Engineer of the Year
is one of the highest awards given to
individuals by the New Hampshire
Engineering Societies recognizing the
outstanding contributions to the engineering profession, the public welfare,
and humankind. This distinguished
award was presented on February 19th
at the 68th Annual Engineer’s Week
Banquet at Grappone Conference Center in Concord, New Hampshire.
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