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New England – The New England Chapter of American Public Works Association (APWA) encourages all 
communities to participate in National First Responder Day on October 28, 2022, and all citizens to 
take a moment to thank their Public Works professionals for their critical role in response and 
recovery during disasters.   

National First Responder’s Day recognizes the heroic men and women who make it their business to 
take immediate action when an emergency strikes your community. 

DID YOU KNOW that in 2003, George W. Bush, through a Homeland Security Presidential Directive 

(HSPD-8), recognized Public Works Professionals as “First Responders”? President Bush declared that: 

The term “first responder” refers to those individuals who in the early stages of an incident are 

responsible for the protection and preservation of life, property, evidence, and the environment, 

including emergency response providers as defined in section 2 of the Homeland Security Act of 

2002 (6 U.S.C. 101), as well as emergency management, public health, clinical care, public works, 

and other skilled support personnel (such as equipment operators) that provide immediate 

support services during prevention, response, and recovery operations. 

Whether it’s responding to a hurricane, tornado, a downed tree, a road collapse, a flash flood, an ice 
storm, wind storm or snow storm- YOUR Public Works Professionals are there to protect your 
community from danger!  

YOUR Public Works Professionals are there to bring normalcy back to your community by clearing, 
repairing, and restoring the damage done by man-made and natural disasters to reopen your 
community. 



 
Consider sending a thank you note or phoning your Public Works department to thank YOUR Public 
Works First Responders on October 28th for National First Responders Day! 

 
New England Chapter of the American Public Works Association 
The American Public Works Association is the largest and oldest organization of its kind in the world, with 
a membership of nearly 30,000 public works professionals consisting of 62 chapters throughout North 
America representing government agencies, consultants, contractors, and suppliers.  APWA serves 
professionals in all aspects of public works with a mission to support those who operate, improve, and 
maintain public works and infrastructure through advocacy, education, and member engagement.  The 
New England Chapter currently has over 1,000 members from Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Vermont, 
Rhode Island and Connecticut.   

Visit http://newengland.apwa.net/ or Twitter (@neapwa) for more information. 
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